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No smoking policy in full effect 


Students face fines, 
suspension if caught 
smoking on campus 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


NECC student Stephanie Barry 
knows she can’t smoke in the class- 
room, and she understands she 
shouldn’t smoke in front of a door- 
way, but she is surprised at the col- 
lege’s new “Smoke-Free 
Environment Policy” that states she 
can’t smoke walking across campus 
or waiting at the bus stop. 

“T think it’s crazy,” Barry said. 
“I’m out in the open. I’m not in front 
of a building and I’m not in anyone’s 
way.” 

But the new smoking policy, 
which was approved by the college’s 
board of trustees in November,.pro- 
hibits smoking anywhere on the col- 
lege grounds or within any college 
building. ; 

The policy states that “tobacco 
smoking within confined areas cre- 
ates a health hazard to both smokers 
and non-smokers...and may also be 
irritating and annoying to non-smok- 
ers and violates their right to breathe 
air relatively free from tobacco con- 
taminants.” 

Barry feels that while the college 
is acknowledging the rights of non- 
smokers, it is ignoring hers. 


“Even though we’re smokers we 
have rights,” Barry said. 

Smoking is allowed in one area 
of campus though. 

According to the policy, smoking 
is only permitted “in private vehicles 
lawfully parked on campus lots that 
the smoker is allowed to be in.” 

But that is something else Barry 
finds unfair about the smoking poli- 
cy. Like many NECC students, she 
commutes to school on public trans- 
portation or the campus shuttle. 

“It’s not like I can smoke in 
someone else’s car,” Barry said. 
“What about those of us who don’t 
have vehicles?” 

President David  Hartleb’s 
response to that was “she doesn’t 
have a place to smoke on this cam- 
pus.” 

And if Barry or any other student 
is caught smoking on campus by 
security, they will face a series of dis- 
ciplinary actions including warnings, 
fines and even suspension, according 


to Dean of Student Life Nita 
Lamborghini. 
According to Lamborghini, 


although the new smoking policy is 
currently in effect, the college will 
not begin taking disciplinary action 
agianst offenders until October. 
“We're using the month of 
September to inform students about 
the policy,” Lamborghini said. 
Hartleb said, “We recognize, 
especially during the first week, that 
students need to be reminded that 
they’re not supposed to be smoking 


Julie Varney photo 


Stephanie Barry smokes at the bus stop on campus, which is now prohibited. 


on campus.” 

Hartleb said signs have been 
placed across campus and brochures 
outlining the new smoke-free policy 
have been published to remind stu- 
dents that smoking is prohibited. 

If a security guard catches some- 
one smoking, the guard will remind 
the smoker that smoking on campus 


is prohibited and ask them to put out 
the cigarette. 

Chief of Security Bill Blouin said 
enforcement is going to be the hard- 
est part. 

“It’s not going to be easy, but 
we’re going to try to enforce it the 
best we can,” Blouin said. “We can’t 
be everywhere.” 


Students pay more in fees 


Full-time students 
pay at least $144 
more per semester 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


Students at NECC faced a $12 
per credit, or 13 percent, fee increase 
on their tuition bills this fall. 

The college’s board of trustees 
voted unanimously on the fee 
increase at its June meeting to help 
offset the $3.1 million budget reduc- 
tion the college is facing because of 
decreased state funding. 

According to NECC President 
David Hartleb, the college is passing 
on about half of the cuts to students 
through the increased fees. 

“These increased student fees 
should raise approximately $1.8 mil- 
lion in revenue and address about 
half of our budget shortfall,” Hartleb 
said. 

The increase brought the per- 
credit cost for all courses to $129, 


which is $104 in fees plus $25 state 
tuition. 

Asa result, the cost of an average 
3-credit course was increased by $36. 
A full-time student, taking 12 credits, 
paid approximately $144 more this 
semester. 

The last time fees were increased 
was for the fall 2009 semester with a 
$6 increase from $86 to $92. 

According to Hartleb, over the 
past few years fees have typically 
increased a few dollars in response to 
the cost of inflation, but that is not 
the case this year. 

“Tt’s never gone up this much,” 
Harlteb said. “This time it went way 
up in response to the severe state 
budget cuts.” 

“An increase of $12 per credit is 
unprecedented,” said Susan Wolfe, 
vice president of administration and 
finance at NECC. “We did it only in 
anticipation of the significant loss of 
state support we’re receiving.” 

But, according to Hartleb, 
NECC’s $12 per credit fee increase is 
on the lower end compared to other 
community colleges in the state. 

“I’ve seen increases of up to $20 
per credit,” Hartleb said. 


According to Hartleb, last year 
NECC was the third most affordable 
of the state’s 15 community colleges. 

Students say although the fee 
increase may not seem like a lot of 
money, for some it could be a hard- 
ship. - 

“For a college student that’s a lot 
of money. To some people it would 
make a difference,” said student 
Allison Burgio. 

The increase is drawing concern 
from students, who are already deal- 
ing with the high costs of attending 
college. 

“A lot of people on campus. com- 
plain about the cost of books,” 
Burgio said. “It adds up. It can get 
really expensive. An increase of $100 
is really expensive. If you think about 
it in that perspective, that’s like the 
cost of buying a new book.” 

Faculty members also expressed 
concern at the fee increase. 

“I think the fee increases and 
budget cuts are most unfortunate,” 
said History Professor Stephen 
Russell, president of the NECC 
Professional Association, the union 
that represents faculty and profes- 
sional staff at the college. 


Russell noted the irony of raising 
the cost of education in today’s down 
economy when it is even more 
important to provide students with an 
affordable education. 

“The Commonwealth needs to 
support its community colleges and 
its students even more during this 
time of economic downturn. If any- 
thing, fees and tuition should be 
decreased so that more students can 
come here and help build the new 
economy,” Russell said. 

The graduation fee, a mandatory 
fee charged when a student petitions 
to graduate, was also increased by 
$10, bringing the charge to $50. The 
fee is expected to generate $40,000, 
according to Wolfe, which is used to 
cover the costs of diplomas and the 
commencement ceremony. 

The board of trustees voted to 
eliminate the $10 fee charged for 
requesting an official transcript. 
According to Wolfe, although the 
transcript fee generated $30,000 in 
revenue last year, the cost of collect- 
ing and processing the fee probably 
exceeded the revenue generated. 

Also eliminated was the capital 
course fee of $20 per course, which 


And after Oct. 1, when disci- 
plinary action begins, when 
Blouin and the security guards 
catch someone smoking on cam- 
pus they will fill out an incident 
report recording the smoker’s 
name and student ID. 

See Disciplinary page 6 


is fall 


is an additional fee assessed on 
selected courses which are more 
expensive for the college, such as 
those with a science or computer 
lab; online component or that 
require specialized equipment or 
additional personnel. 

However, the capital course 
fee is now replaced with a high- 
cost program fee of $5, $10, or 
$15 per credit, depending on the 
expenses involved in a particular 
class. 

“This new high cost program fee 
is intended to better match the actual 
costs to what the student pays for the 
specific high cost courses,” Wolfe 
said. 

According to Wolfe, the fee for 
approximately 30 percent of the 
high-cost courses will decrease from 
$20 to $15, although for many other 
courses it will increase. 

There are three levels of high- 
cost courses, with additional fees 
ranging from an average of $15 for a 
level one course to $45 for a level 
three course. ; 

This fee change is expected to 
generate an additional $110,000 for 
the college, according to Wolfe. 
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From NECC to anywhere 


You are lucky to be here. 

Northern Essex Community 
College is a place where you can get 
not only a college education, but a 
transformative education. 

It is true that most education can 
be described as transformative, but 
there is something special about 
~ community colleges in general, and 
especially ours. 

It is a stepping stone for some, a 
first step for others and a place where 
some correct their missteps. 

But no matter what you did 
before, you're here now. 

And, as one professor tells her 
students on the first day of class, if 
you work hard here and get good 
grades, you can go anywhere. 

For some that may be to a four- 
year college, for some it may be to a 


better career and for others it may be 
home to be able to help your child 
with their homework. 

Whatever your dream is, whether 
it is one you just awoke with today or 
one you lost years ago, you have the 
power to pursue it with the opportu- 
nity you have in front of you now. 

2009 student commencement 
speaker Diannely Antigua spoke of 
the power that NECC has to help stu- 
dents pursue their dreams. 

“Here, at NECC...1 became 
determined to follow my foolish 
nine-year old dreams. Yet , now they 
weren't so foolish. It seemed like 
fate, as if my writing knew where I 
belonged more than I did.” 

Whether it's fate, tragedy, hope 
or circumstance that brought you to 
Northern Essex, we urge you to take 
full advantage of the educational 
opportunity you will receive here. 

It truly is life changing. 
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Dec. 2 
Dec. 9 


MCT campus cartoon 


What's your best advice 
to new students? 


Danny Potter, General Studies 
“Get your student ID. If you have 
any questions, read the signs first. 
Pay for your books before you 
leave the store.” 


Anne Grandmaison, Electronic 
Services Librarian 

“Take advantage of the many peo- 
ple and places that want to help 
you succeed.” 


Robert Buxton, General 
Studies 

“Don’t screw around with the 
computers for too long. Do your 
homework, eat your vegetables, 


and bring your own lunch.” 


Photos/Interviews by Sam Sawyer and Stephen Purple 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer @necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


Yesenia Pagan, Human Jill Kenney, Graphic Design 
: - Services “Do your work.” 5 ass.” 
While we attempt to publish all letters, “No your work on time and usethe - sash on. 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. [NECC] website.” 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Some common sense ideas on the smoking issue 


New rules surrounding 
smoking ban seem 
absurd 


By SAM SAWYER 
Opinion Editor 


Like many, many, many other 
students at NECC, I'd like to weigh 
in on the smoking ban issue. Wait, 
don't stop reading. Please. I know 
this issue has been talked about to 
death, but I promise I'll be as con- 
cise as possible, and I think I have 
some, well, a, fresh idea. 

First off, I'm not for the smok- 
ing ban. I think it's unfair to force 
smokers into trying to run to and 
from their cars between classes, and 
driving some to high/middle school 
behavior of smoking out of win- 
dows in the bathroom. I don't 
smoke, so it doesn't seriously affect 
me, but I just see it as unfair. 

; I'm personally not really both- 

ered by a little secondhand smoke, 
but I'm sure there are some people 
who'd like to stand outside the 
buildings who can't handle second- 
hand smoke, whether it just be gen- 
eral dislike for it, sensitive breath- 
ing, or asthma. I think there should 


be spots outside each building, not 
right by the doors, where people can 
smoke, but that is avoidable for 
people who need to access the 
building and don't want to be sub- 
jected to the fumes. 

I feel that it's unfair to ban 
smoking on campus completely 
because secondhand smoke, when 
in such small quantities in the open 
air poses no serious health risks, 
excluding asthma attacks, which I 
don't think have ever happened on 
campus due to secondhand smoke. 
It just seems like unnecessary -dis- 
crimination, and would just end up 
being an extra annoyance for securi- 
ty to deal with. 

I was recently handed the new 
NECC procedures for handling stu- 
dents caught smoking on campus, 
excluding in personal vehicles. I'm 
paraphrasing, but this is what the 
steps are; First offense: Written 
warning, discipline file established 
for student, given a copy of the 
rules. Second offense: Automatic 
$25 fine. Third offense: Automatic 
$100 dollar fine. Fourth offense: 
Automatic suspension. If any of the 
fees are not paid, the student cannot 
tegister for classes or graduate 
(although the $25 fee can be wavied 


by signing a pledge that says you 
wont smoke on campus again.) 

The above rules seem complete- 
ly absurd to me. First off, if a stu- 
dent is caught smoking by the secu- 
rity guards (who shouldn't have to 
waste their time on such a petty 
offense) couldn't the student simple 
lie about who they were? Say they 
didn't have an I1.D.? Walk away? 
Sure, the security guard could fol- 
low them and hound them, but for 
such a petty crime? It would be a 
waste of both their times, and, no 
offense intended at all for the secu- 
rity guards, I wouldn't be surprised 
if they wouldn't pursue an offender 
who simply walked away. I know I 
wouldn't. And excuse me? 
Suspension for a victimless crime? 
That seems like absurd overkill. Is 
there such a policy for littering? 
No, even though littering has tangi- 
ble negative effects. 

Anyway, silly new rules aside, 
here is my new idea. I could be 
wrong, maybe this has been said 
before, but regardless, I still feel 
clever for thinking of it. Along with 
the current help being offered, and 


.of course pamphlets with informa- 


tion on how to quit being put all 
over the campus wherever pam- 


Cheap nicotine gum should be sold at the campus store. 


phlets are distributed, I think that 
the college should buy nicotine gum 
in bulk for as cheap as possible and 
then sell it in the campus store for 
no profit, just enough to replace the 
cost of buying it. If a student is fed 
up with painful coughs, the fear of 
developing lung, mouth throat or 
any other type of cancer, emphyse- 


ma, yellow teeth, premature wrin- 
kles, heart disease, or having a 
stroke, and becoming one of the 5.4 
million people who will die this 
year from tobacco related illnesses, 
then they could go to the campus 
store, show their NECC ID and get 
extremely cheap nicotine gum to 
help them quit. 


With teen pregnancy, compassion is the way 


Dear Editors, 


t In response to the article “More 
Young People are Bearing Children” 


written by Kashmir Frizelle and pub-' 


lished in the May 6th 2009 issue of the 
NECC Observer, I would like to state 
my opinion and add a few facts 
regarding young unwed mothers in the 


I would have to agree with Ms. 
Frizelle that 4 out of 10 babies are 
born out of wedlock and that this trend 
has been increasing in our society. 

There are advantages to being a 
young mother; there is less of a chance 
of a chromosomnal abormalities in 
children born to mothers in their twen- 
ties. Most young mothers are healthy 
and will recover from childbirth 
quicker than older mothers; they also 
have lots of energy to deal with the 
demands of motherhood. 


Disadvantages are that they might not - 


have financial resources to offer their 
children an enriched environment, and 
often lack the cognitive and psycho- 
logical maturity levels to fully under- 
stand child development and their par- 
enting roles. 


There are good parents in all age 
groups, all socioeconomic levels, and 
all cultures. Parenting styles and val- 
ues also differ quite a bit. Free choice 
is a hot topic. Abstinence education is 
clearly not working, and the rate of 
teenage pregnancy in the US is alarm- 
ing compared to other industrialized 
nations. Many unwed teenage and 
young adult mothers are also dispro- 


portionately minorities. 


Every semester, in my classroom, 
I meet young women who are moth- 
ers, pregnant, have had miscarriages 
or abortions. Most are very coura- 
gious and have needed to grow up 
very quickly to meet the emotional 
and financial demands of motherhood. 
I agree with Ms. Frizelle that life is a 
blessing and that motherhood has 
many rewards. It is also a very diffi- 
cult job and a tremendous responsibil- 
ity. 

I am one of those people that are 
concemed about young mothers. I do 
not judge their decisions; I worry 
about their wellbeing, the wellbeing of 
their children, and the cost to society. 
No, having a child out of wedlock and 


‘when you are young doesn't have to be 


negative. Having a child should be a 
wonderful, exciting, and joyful expe- 
rience; but it is about the CHILD. 

Let's not romanticize it. Let's 
have non-jugemental honest discus- 
sions about it. As a society, making 
sure that this child develops into a 
happy and healthy adult should be a 
priority. It is our responsibility to 
educate young people about contra- 
ception and the consequences of hav- 
ing children at ANY age. Not just 
women; men too. It is also necessary 
to provide new parents with compre- 
hensive services that focus not only on 
the physical wellbeing of mother and 
child, but their emotional, financial, 
and educational needs. 

Here are a few interesting facts 
about the’ reality of unplanned preg- 
nancies in the US. This information is 
quoted directly from www.thenation- 


alcampaign.org. 
“The National Campaign to 
Prevent Teen and Unplanned 


Pregnancy is a private, non-profit, 
non-partisan organization that seeks to 
improve the lives and future prospects 
of children and families. Our specific 
strategy is to prevent teen pregnancy 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


and unplanned pregnancy among sin- 
gle, young adults. We support a com- 
bination of responsible behavior by 
both men and women and responsible 
policies in both the public and private 
sectors. 

Three in ten girls become preg- 
nant by age 20. 

The U.S. teen birth rate is on the 
rise again for the first time in 15 years. 

Teen pregnancy is closely linked 
to a host of other critical social issues 
-- poverty and income, overall child 
well-being, out-of-wedlock births, 
responsible fatherhood, health issues, 
education, child welfare, and other 
risky behavior. 

Over one million unplanned preg- 
nancies occur to single women in their 
20s-a group that includes many in 
community colleges. These unplanned 
pregnancies result in a large number 
of single parents who struggle with 
finances, interrupted or indefinitely 
postponed education, unstable rela- 
tionships, and a host of challenging 
health, educational, and social conse- 
quences for their children. The 
National Campaign has produced sev- 
eral materials that underscore the con- 
nection between community colleges 
and unplanned pregnancy.” 

I believe NECC should take 
advantage of these resources and do 
its part in reducing the unplanned pre- 
gnacy rate among our community col- 
lege students. Let's give them the 
ressources they need to be successful 
in the choices they make. 


Sincerely, 
Isabelle Gagne, M.Ps. 


Assistant Professor, 
Behavioral Sciences 
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Politics can 
still work 


Dear editors: 


In the last days of August, as the 
country honors Senator Kennedy, 
we have been hearing much about 
the end of an era when politics could 
be effectively used, as Senator 
Kennedy did, to address the prob- 
lems that ordinary people face, such 
as unemployment, health care, 
poverty. 

I do not believe that the era has 
ended. Instead, the opportunity is 
passing to a new generation of lead- 
ers who are just as idealistic and just 
as concerned about social injustice 
as Senator Kennedy.- Many of our 
students at NECC are involved in 
addressing those problems in their 
communities and are active at 
NECC in the Community Outreach 
Group, Contemporary Affairs Club, 
Amnesty International, GSA, SDS 
and other organizations. 

Participation in politics is a 
means to implement the ideals so 
energetically expressed in many 
classes and other forums at the col- 
lege. Use politics as Senator 
Kennedy did to build coalitions and 
to transform your ideals into real 
solutions to the problems that peo- 
ple face in our communities, in our 
country and in the world. 


Sincerely, 


Steve Russell 
Associate Professor of History 
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The healthcare debate—what? 


America § politicians 
please private interest 
while 18,000 die 


By SAM SAWYER 
Opinion Editor 


What? There's a debate on 
whether healthcare is a right or a 
privilege? Really? Is America being 
Punk'd? Ashton Kutcher, come out 
already (I expect high fives all 
around campus for that awesome, 
original, not-at-all-contrived joke.) 
All awful, antiquated jokes aside.. 
Really? 

The idea that America, the richest 
country in the world, can't provide 
every one of its citizens with world 
class health care is an absurd notion. 
Michael Moore, award winning fat 

~ man and personal hero of mine, made 
a movie in 2006 called, “Sicko.” I 
saw it in theatres then, and just 
watched it again in preparation for 
writing this article. I'd forgotten 
some of the horrors that movie 
revealed. I don't want to rewrite 
Sicko in article form, so I'll just rattle 
off some of the most shocking things 
that I wrote down while watching it. 

We are the only country in the 
western world without free, universal 
healthcare. There is a truly massive 
listof diseases that millions of 
Americans have that make you ineli- 
gible to get health insurance at all. 
Once you have health insurance, the 
companies will often do whatever 
they can to deny necessary care, such 
as cancer treatment, by combing 
through the past five years of your 
medical records for the slightest slip 
up. Insurance companies have denial 
quotas, meaning their employees 
have to deny a certain number of cus- 
tomers that request care, even if 
every single claim was completely 
legitimate. Giving the person who 
denies the most claims a bonus is a 
common practice at health insurance 
companies.. The United States is 
ranked number 37 in healthcare by 
the World Health Organization. The 
average American spends just under 
$7,000 a year in health care costs. 
Cubans spend an average of $251, 
yet they have longer life expectancies 
and a lower infant mortality rate than 
we do. (The United States has the 
worst in the western world.) For 
every one U.S. congressman, there 
are four healthcare lobbyists. More 
than 18,000 Americans will die this 
year, simply because they are_unin- 
sured. That's the casualties of 9-11, 
multiplied by six, and is far more pre- 
ventable. There are almost 50 mil- 
lion uninsured people in the Unites 
States. There are an additional 
roughly 100 million underinsured 
people. (Being underinsured means 
things like the following true exam- 
ple happen: A man can afford the co- 
pay for open heart surgery, but can't 

. afford the co-pay for the follow up 
visit, and dies because of fixable 
complications that would have been 
found if he could have afforded a fol- 
low up.) I could go on and on and list 
more problems that the movie men- 
tioned, but I think that sampling is 
enough to give anyone reading this 
the general picture of how broken the 
American healthcare system is. 

In an interview with Bill Moyers 
following the release of Sicko, 
Moore put it all in perspective with 
this analogy; To paraphrase, he said, 
“Imagine the fire departments were 


private, for profit businesses. They 
were called to a house fire, and then 
found out the fire was started because 
the person left the oven on, so they 


turned around, and let the house. 


burn. If this were a reality, people 
would be furious.” 

The idea that anything socialized 
is bad is completely preposterous. 
(My olde English jowls shake whilst 
saying preposterous.) We have a 
socialized military, socialized fire 
and police departments, socialized 
libraries, socialized roadways, social- 
ized schools, among other things. 
Does anybody want to give up the 
military that protects us and replace it 
with private military contractors? 
Who wants to take a pass on the 
police or fire departments? Anyone 
want to get rid of libraries? Want pri- 
vate highways? Don't want the pub- 
lic option for schooling? If we as 
Americans trust those social services 
and are glad we have them, then why 
don't we trust the government to pro- 
vide us with healthcare? Healthcare 
is in fact one of the only things the 
government does exceptionally well. 
The administrative overhead for pri- 
vate insurance companies, (the 
amount of money spent on adminis- 
tration, in other words, bureaucratic 
stuff) is between 20 and 30 cents of 
every dollar. For Medicare and 
Medicaid, it's about three cents. I'm 
sure this comes as a surprise to many 
people, who have bought into the 
propaganda that socialized always 
equals clogged bureaucracy. 

I should address the title of this 
article. I believe that if the congress- 
people, and senators of our country 
were not so thoroughly corrupt, that 
there would not be a real debate as to 
whether socialized medicine should 
be enacted. The fact that there is any 
real debate at all is absurd and sad- 
dening. There may be a few genuine 
believers in privatized healthcare, a 
well intentioned but woefully mis- 
guided extreme libertarian, but 
excluding a few genuine dissenters, 
the congress and senate would pass it 
by an extreme majority. Instead, 
President Obama has taken the public 
option, the most important part of 
healthcare reform, (although I would 
call what is needed healthcare over- 
haul) out of the bill. Without a strong 
public option, whatever reform is 
made will not cover everyone, will 
still deny care, and will still leave 
America floundering in a for-profit 
system. Healthcare should be a right, 
not a privilege. If poverty stricken 
Cuba can do it, why can't we? 

I've heard from many conserva- 
tive pundits that a public option 
would drive out private medicine, 
giving the government a monopoly 
on it. This is simply not true. In the 
U.K., where they have arguably the 
most socialized medicine in the west- 
ern world, about 15 percent of all cit- 
izens buy their own health insurance 
because they can afford to, and 
would like the luxuries that come 
with far more expensive plans. In 
Chile, where even the poorest of 
slums have quality healthcare, about 
25 percent decide to go with a private 
option. Sure, insurance companies in 
America would have to seriously 
reform and shrink in size, and some 
jobs would be lost, but imagine the 
amount of new jobs in healthcare 
there would be when 50 million peo- 
ple who did not go to the doctors 
started going, and 100 million who 
only went when things were really 
bad started showing up for regular 


Hitler to Obama: 4 
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If the Nazi’s had universal healthcare, then that’s the one thing they did right. 


check ups and such? The amount of 
new job openings that would need to 
be filled would be truly astounding. 
It would make Americans far health- 
ier, increase life spans, and create 
many much needed jobs. 

Should a man who forgets to lock 
his front door, and is subsequently 
kidnapped, be denied the services of 
policemen? Of course he should 
have locked his front door, but that 
doesn't mean his kidnappers should- 
n't be pursued and the police should 
ignore his case. Should someone who 
feel asleep without extinguishing 
candles they lit for dinner’s house be 
left to burn down by the fire depart- 
ment? Sure, they should have made 
sure to put out all candles before they 
left the room, but that shouldn't mean 
their house and all their possessions 
should be allowed to let burn. 
Should someone who smokes and 
eventually gets cancer be refused life 
saving treatment because they can't 
afford health insurance? Everyone 
knows that smoking poses many 
health risks, but should they be left to 
simply die in pain? No American 
should have to live in terror of losing 
their houses and possessions because 
of a car crash or heart attack. I have 
a few friends who are big time liber- 
tarians, but cannot afford healthcare 
due to absurd laws and prices in 
Maine, and they have even come to 
the conclusion that a public option is 
necessary. 

Europeans smoke far more than 
Americans do, yet they die less of 
cancer. Why is this? Because they 
have universal healthcare, so when 
they feel a lump or some other trou- 
bling symptom they, more often than 
not, go to the doctors and have the 
necessary tests performed. Because 
of this, they catch cancer earlier than 
Americans tend to, and recover far 
more frequently. 

With universal healthcare, our 
taxes would go up a small amount, 
but everyone in the country would 
get world class health care, and for 
about half the cost we're currently 
paying, all without the fear of having 
our coverage taken away on a techni- 


cality. If everyone had regular check 
ups and could investigate troubling 
symptoms right away instead of hop- 
ing and praying their discomfort is 
temporary and not serious, this would 
reduce the number of people who let 
things go until they're catastrophic, 
which either kills them, or puts them 
in massive debt. 

So many diseases and issues 
would not even develop if America 
were to have universal healthcare 
because the country would be going 
for check ups and primary care, 
instead of either not going at all or 
only going when things became seri- 
ous. We could also decrease the pop- 
ulation and amount of unintended 
children (I will be writing an article 
in the future about over population 
and my feelings on such things) by 
providing far more people with birth 
control medication and other contra- 
ceptives. With the absolutely broken 
foster system in this country, com- 
bined with world wide over popula- 
tion on the horizon, fewer new peo- 
ple being brought into this world, 
especially those whose parents would 
either not be mature enough to raise 
them, who would be raised in broken 
homes, or whose parents have no 
intention of caring for and loving 
them, is without a doubt a good thing. 

Anti-universal-healthcare advo- 
cates like to bring up the problems 
that countries with socialized medi- 
cine experience. Not only are many 
of their claims false or wildly over 
exaggerated, but the simple fact is, 
what would it matter to us if those 
countries actually had those prob- 
lems? We could set up our own sys- 
tem that avoided those problems. We 
would not be copying any system 
exactly. We could draw the best 
aspects of a number of other coun- 
tries, and learn from their mistakes. 
And even if the accusations facetious 
pundits make are true, and even if 
America adopted an exact copy of 
another countries universal health- 
care system, with every problem the 
pundits claimed existed, I'm sure the 
150 million Americans with little or 
no insurance would accept flawed 


healthcare over no healthcare. 

One of the most parroted claims 
made by scared, uninformed people 
and conniving pundits is that long 
waits, denial to see specialists and 
rationing of care and recourses goes 
hand in hand with socialized medi-— 
cine. This is simply not the case. It 
is in fact, the complete opposite. The 
way that healthcare companies 
become successful businesses is by 
doing just those things; it is literally 
their duty to their share holders to 
maximize profits, and the way they 
do that is by paying for less care. 
With socialized medicine, if you 
have a bum knee and need an artifi- 
cial one to walk, there is not a debate 
amongst any doctors or bureaucrats 
as to whether you will receive this 
care, whether you're covered for it, or 
whether this knee problem was a pre- 
existing condition, because with uni- 
versal healthcare, there are no pre- 
existing conditions! You're just coy- 
ered! You can't just be denied care. 
Health care companies will do any- 
thing in their power to find a small, 
irrelevant thing in your medical 
records that was not reported to them, 
(in Sicko, Moore spoke to a woman 
who was dropped when she required 
serious care because the insurance 
company discovered she had had a 
yeast infection years earlier that she 
had not disclosed to them) stalling 
you all the while, with the goal of not 
giving you the care you need. 

I could go on and on, but I have 
limited space, and limited time. I'll 
close with the following; If you don't 
have healthcare, wouldn't you like to 
have that assurance that if some hor- 
rible tragedy befalls you, whether it 
be a car crash or a stroke, that you 

on't lose your house, car, and other 
possessions? If you have healthcare, 
wouldn't you like to get the same care 
for about half the price, and have the 
peace of mind knowing that your 
care will never be taken away, even if 
you lose your job, or require expen- 
sive or experimental treatment? 
Shouldn't all parts of 9-1-1 be social 
services? 


NECC forms 
advisory committee 
to assess threat 


By PATRICIA SMITH 
Features Editor 


With autumn fast approaching, 
many college students have that one 
lingering thing on their minds: swine 
flu. Okay, not all of us have it, but 
you've got to admit, a lot of us have 
stopped to think about how it might 
affects us in the near future. The fact 
is that the flu seems to take a liking to 
a much more chillier climate atmos- 
phere. And, the WHO (World Health 
Organization) recently predicted that 
within two years, nearly one-third of 
all of the world's total population will 
have gotten it. So where does that 
leave us NECC students in the 
process? 

Recently I was at the doctors get- 

. ting treated for an ear infection. I was 
sitting in the waiting room when I 
saw a woman who looked to be about 
29 walk in through the doors. I 
thought nothing of it, until she went 
-to go get her vitals checked and then 
.came back into the waiting room. 
With a mask on. With a cough that 
sounded like a mixture of a seal with 
_ bronchitis. With a nurse running after 
her to let her know that she had for- 
/ gotten her blanket. And naturally I 
got to thinking to myself - Oh my 
word what if I get it?!? No I'm jok- 
ing. But I'd be lying if I didn't say that 
everyone in the waiting room looked 
extremely uncomfortable after that, 
and when I went into the medical 
room to be examined by a physician, 
all I could hear were some members 
of the staff going off about how some 
members of the Miami Dolphins had 
recently gotten it. 

Which, might I add, has yet to be 
confirmed. According to the Miami 
Herald, the Miami Dolphin corners 
Sean Smith and Jason Allen were the 
players in question. After suffering 
flu-like symptoms, the players were 
taken off of the field by a paranoid 
coach, but swiftly returned back to it 
just three days later. The test results 
were not and will not be released to 
the public, but Sean Smith told the 
press recently that he simply had "a 
little cold." While Jason Allen added, 
| "I didn't know I had anything." 
| So, just how are we expected to 


Why not save money? 


By PATRICIA SMITH 
Features Editor 


Recently, I was asked to write up 
an article about why college text- 
books were so expensive. Great, I 
thought to myself, but then I was 
actually enlightened with so many 
interesting facts that came along with 
it. Basically, it all boils down to the 
publisher being greedy. And I'm not 
joking when I say this. According to 
a publication from Aquinas college, a 
college textbook is a little power- 
house of information carefully writ- 
ten to help feed and educate your 
mind, so that you will be able to 
retain it better, and help your college 
to benefit from it as a whole. The 
authors who write these textbooks 
seem to have that rare ability, and are 
very valuable to the publishing com- 


Why th 


deal with this creeping hysteria? I 
know, you've heard it all before. 
Wash your hands, cover your mouths, 
take your vitamins.. etc. etc. I'm sure 


» you've all only vaguely heard about 


the vaccine, so I'm hear to tell you all 
about it, along with what to expect if 
you become infected by it, and who 
would be the most at risk for receiv- 
ing it. I know a lot of us are so “over 
it, but the fact is that there is still a 
little bug making its way around the 
nation that is able to kill others, or at 
least give them flu like symptoms 
that would make the added stressors 
of their daily lives that much more 
interesting. Imagine, sitting in a room 
full of people with a mask on and I'm 
sure that you'd quite understand it. 
As I'm sure you've all googled 
the symptoms way back when in 
April, I will just give you a quick run 
through of the current symptoms 
once again. The symptoms of the 
swine flu include fever, cough, runny 
or stuffy nose, sore throat, headache, 
body aches and chills, and vomiting 
which is only seen in some swine flu 
patients. The swine flu has made 
children and young adults much 
more sick at a higher and faster rate 
than older women and men. In a 
recent bar graph conducted by the 
Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, 22.9% were affected by it 
within the age group between 0-4, 
26.7% were. affected by it between 
the age group of 5-24, 6.97% were 
affected by it between the age group 
of 25-49, and 3.92% were affected by 
it between the age group of 50-64. 
Leaving a lowly 1.3% to be affected 
by it between the age group of 1.3 
and above. Rates apply for every 
100,000 per age group in the US. 
Okay, so the vast majority of us 
are in the highest group (don't 
panic!). Fear not, we will still be able 
to receive our current vaccination - in 
due process. This is due to the fact 
that there is still only a limited supply 
of the vaccine that is scheduled to be 


made available in October. 
According to the Advisory 
Committee on Immunization 


Practices (a group that advises the 
federal Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention), the following list of 
people are now currently in line to 
get the swine flu vaccinations first: 
pregnant women, health care workers 
and emergency medical responders, 
people caring for infants under 6 
months, children and young adults 
from 6 months to age 24, and lastly 


pany. 

Furthermore, It's not like some- 
thing that you would see as the #1 
best selling item on the New York 
Times Best Sellers list anytime soon. 
It can not be found at “Barnes and 
Nobles,” and due to this fact alone, 
the publication companies seem to 
have an extremely hard time making 
profit off of it. The research and hard 
work that goes into creating those 
complex textbooks, which have me 
sometimes stopping and pondering as 
I'm reading them, “man I'm glad I 
didn't compile all of this information 
and write that, that would really 
<expletive>,” is the same reason why 
so many of those authors are 
extremely important and valuable to 
the publishing industry community, 
and why it is so important that the 
publishing company is able to keep 
and to have them around. 

Secondly, our world is constantly 
changing. It's not exactly like book- 
stores can sell a book with outdated 
information. You have to keep it up to 


people aged 25 to 64 years with 
underlying medical conditions (L.e, 
diabetes, asthma). Oddly enough, 
they said nothing about people over 
the age of 64, which angered most 
older Americans and left some in that 
age category a little more than upset 
about it. And with the current health 
care crisis for the older people in 
Washington - it's obvious that they 
already have enough to be upset over 
in the first place. 

In you didn't catch that reference, 
it was a reference to Obama's most 


‘recent attempt to try to pass govern- 


ment run health care in Washington. 
Instead of giving the elderly all of the 
health benefits that they so rightly 
need and deserve, they will be given 
a much more cost economically 
friendlier “End of Life Counseling” 
option. But I digress. 

Due to the fact that college stu- 
dents are at a much higher risk for it, 
the swine flu is becoming harder and 
harder to fight now that schools are 
back in session. For example, accord- 
ing to the American College Health 
Association, as an attempt to fight 
back against the flu, weekly flu 
reports will be put out to monitor all 
of the swine flu activities across the 
nation in campuses. During the week 
of Aug. 22-28, 55 percent of the 165 
institutions that were recently sur- 
veyed reported a total of 1,640 cases. 
But luckily, only one student has 
been hospitalized and no deaths have 
been reported yet. The 165 institu- 
tions represent more than 2 million 
students. The highest rate of infec- 
tions were in the far Southeast and 
Northwest, where some of the states 
were showing a rate as high as 124 
cases per every 10,000 students. 
However, in a recent nationwide 
report, that rate was just 7.9 cases for 
every 100,000. 

Locally, according to the Boston 
Globe, many colleges are now 
already dealing with and preparing 
for the drama of it. Amherst College 
in Massachusetts now currently has 
two residential halls empty for isolat- 
ing infected students from Amherst 
and other colleges in surrounding 
areas. Mount Holyoke is planning on 
sending infected students home via a 
private car if they live within a 250 
mile radius. Those further away will 
be assigned to a much more isolated 
campus quarter living area. 

So you're on the list of people 
who would be immunized first and 
now you are planning on going 


date when you are selling it for obvi- 
ous reasons, and this puts a burden on 
the publishers who have to constant- 
ly keep updating them seemingly 
every or every other time to keep you 
up to date on your quest for knowl- 
edge and thirst for truth. This causes 
those notorious “edition changes,” 
which are very time consuming and 
cost a lot of time and money for the 
publishers to be able to feed off of. 
Lastly, the bookstores usually 
have an overstock of textbooks that 
weren't so popular to the students 
during a school semester or time trial. 
Bookstores are able to return those 
said items to the publishers for a full 
refund if those textbooks didn't end 
up being able to sell very well. The 
extra accounting and manual labor 
that is often involved in this process 
greatly contributes to our textbook 
prices, ultimately meaning that the 
fruit of their labor is essentially 
passed on as a form of burden down 
onto us students as a much more 
pricier and expensive textbook cost. 


Swine flu thrives in the 
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A student stands in front of her college with a mask. 


through with it? Here's what you 
should know. As of now, Health 
Officials believe that two separate 
doses, each three weeks apart will be 
needed in order to make the dosages 
a complete success. 

But even with the blessings that 
we currently are being urged are nec- 
essary for us, there are still so many 
unanswered questions surrounding it. 
Many Americans feel that we are 
being treated as “guinea pigs” with 
this new vaccine, and that much more 
additional time and testing will still 
be needed. Obviously, the vaccine 
has yet to be tested long enough for 
long term side effects to be displayed 
as of yet. There's even a rebelling 
music video on You Tube floating 
around entitled, “Don't Inject Me 
(The Swine Flu Vaccine song)” by a 
man who refers to himself as “The 
Health Ranger“. It consists of the 
words, “Don't you know the drug 
companies made this fly/And if 
you're thinkin’ you wanna evade 
this/Then you gotta say this/Don't 
inject me.” I guess no good deed 
truly does go unpunished. 

So what do we do in the mean- 
time? President Obama urges us to 
use “common sense” in facing the 
resurgence of the HIN1 virus - such 
as frequent hand washing, avoiding 
going to school or work if we are 
feeling ill, coughing into our elbow, 
etc. "I know it sounds simple, but it's 
important and it works," he said. He 
also stated that, "I don't want any- 
body to be alarmed. But I do want 


Ever buy a book from the NECC 
bookstore that has a work book and a 
CD attached to it? What, you thought 
they were trying to add an extra boost 
to your academic and schooling 
career? Well yes, and no, but ulti- 
mately no. This is the publishing 
company being sneaky by concocting 
a grand buffet of quantitative infor- 
mation that is ultimately used to help 
to stop internet piracy - er, I meant 
bookstore pirating, sorry I meant 
buying discounted books over the 
internet. So, in order to create a new 
strategy in order to compete with the 
challenge, book companies have 
ended up taking their sweet and extra 
time in order to concoct those exqui- 
site book packages - not only to help 
you out, but also to subtly encourage 
you to look online for a cd and book- 
let that would go along with it - only, 
they change their ISBN so that you 
can't find it online anywhere else for 
the right and specific amount of price 
- a cheap, and special discount. They 
DARE you to try shopping anywhere 


(people) to be prepared (for it)." 

How will NECC be acting in 
defense for all of this? They will be 
putting together a committee on the 
swine flu in order to advise our pres- 
ident, David Hartleb. 

“They are researching the best 
practices at other colleges and com- 
munity colleges in Masachusetts that 
already have policies put into place” 
Hartleb said. He went on, “They will 
be doing all kinds of things from 
looking at attendance policies, to 
allowing hand sanitizers and wipes to 
be made, available for us all.What 
kind of things that will be the most 
effective.”"As Hartleb saud, even 
though we are not a residential 
school, it is still a big risk because we 
all have the unfortunate ability to be 
able to spread it. 

And there you have it, I guess all 
we have to do is sit, wait and hope for 
the best and take the necessary pre- 
cautions in order to aid in our preven- 
tion against it. And as played out as it 
all sounds, I really do suggest that we 
all invest in a healthy vitamin to take 
in the meantime on a daily basis. In 
the words of my former Bio teacher, 
“not the colorful bedrock kind that is 
shaped in the form of Bamey or Fred. 
I'm talking a hearty A to Zinc kind,” 
along with a healthy diet, and plenty 
of rest. I would just LOVE to see the 
swine flu try and step to THAT (and 
not just because I'm in the midst of 


trying it). 


e expensive book prices? 


else. They sell it at the bookstore at a 
reduced price in order to help encour- 
age students to buy it from them and 
not to look online for a bargain 
instead. 

So what's the best way to combat 
the constantly sky rocketing book 
prices? That my friend, is up to you, 
and entirely you alone. You can 
always buy them at the NECC book- 
store under “used,” which really 
doesn't make that much of a differ- 
ence. You can also buy them online. 
Personally, I'm all for buying them 
used and then returning them to the 
bookstore when I am done with them. 
That way, yes it does drain your hard 
earned cash at the beginning of a 
semester, but in the end, you are left 
with an early payout of a 50% bonus- 
yah! And that almost certainly 
always makes your day feel better in 
the form of a proverbial hot choco- 
late after a long and strenuous week 
of being “snowed on,” a la writing 
multiple essays and studying for 
exams. 
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New 
Trustees 
named 


A / 
Alian 


A current student and an 
NECC alumna were recently 
appointed to the college’s Board of 
Trustees. 

Babak Alian, a liberal arts stu- 
dent, was elected as the student 
representative to the board. 

Alian, a native of Iran, spent 
most of his youth in New York. 
His family relocated and he gradu- 
ated from a local high school. He 
worked a succession of manufac- 
turing and retail jobs before 
enrolling in Northern Essex. He 
will graduate in May of 2010 with 
an associate degree in liberal arts. 

While at Northern Essex, 
Alian has been involved with the 
Top Notch Players, the NECC stu- 
dent senate, and the Achieving the 
Dream committee. 

“TI am indebted to this school 
for the opportunities it has given 
me,” Alian said. “Being here has 
changed my life in so many ways. 
The faculty members are phenome- 
nal, They truly lay the foundation 
for the framework of your success.” 

While he is still uncertain as to 
what he will study, Alian intends to 
pursue both a bachelor’s and mas- 
ter’s degree. 


Estrella 


Attorney Wendy Y. Estrella of 
Methuen was recently appointed to 
the Northern Essex Community 
College Board of Trustees by 
Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick. 

Estrella is the principle of 
Estrella Law Offices, 300 Essex 
Street, Lawrence, which opened in 
2005. A 1994 graduate of NECC, 
Estrella attended Merrimack 
College graduating in 1997 with a 
dual concentration in accounting 
and business management. She 
continued her education earning a 
juris doctorate degree from the 
Massachusetts School of Law in 
2004. 

“We are delighted to have a 
Northern Essex alumna serve on our 
board of trustees,” said NECC 
President David Hartleb. “She will 
bring a unique perspective to the 
board.” 


The Board of Trustees includes 
nine members who are appointed 
by the governor of the state to a 
maximum of two five-year terms 
as well as an alumni-elected mem- 
ber, who also serves a maximum of 
10 years, and a student trustee who 
serves for two semesters. 


Luce Aubry signs for 
President Obama 
at meeting 


By Matt McCArRRON 
Sports Editor 


President Obama gave an impor- 
tant message on his plans for health 
care reform on Aug. 11 at Portsmouth 
High School. While the president 
was talking to the audience, Luce 
Aubry, NECC's newly hired deaf 
studies coordinator, was right beside 
him, making sure any deaf citizens in 
the audience could understand his 
message. 

"I was so close I had to make sure 
not to bump elbows with him,” she 
said. 

She said standing next to the 
president was "very stressful, but 
cool.” 

She didn't have the opportunity to 
meet or talk with Obama. There were 
"too many Secret Service people 
around him," she said. 

However, Aubry said she was 
able to get his autograph. 

Aubry lives in Portsmouth and is 
one of 50 licensed interpreters for the 
deaf in New Hampshire. She also is 
listed on a database as being avail- 
able for events. 

Aubry received an e-mail from 
an interpreter service asking her if 
she would be available to sign at the 
event at Portsmouth High School. 

"I was amazed I was available,” 
she said, noting that it was short 
notice and she is busy with her duties 
at NECC and signing at events. 

As the new deaf studies coordi- 
nator Aubry hopes to evaluate the 
program and work to revamp parts 
that need to be improved. 

“My immediate goal is to revital- 
ize the program, making changes 
where we're not up to standard,” she 
said. 

Aubry said she also has long- 
term goals for the program including 
getting accredited by the 
Commission on Collegiate 


Photo courtesy of Zimbio.com. } 


Newly hired Deaf Studies Coordinator Luce Aubry signs behind President Obama 
as he talks about health care on Aug. 11 in Portsmouth, N.H. 


Interpreter Education. The program 
is designed to promote professional- 
ism in the field of sign language 


improve the overall quality of the 
program. 
Aubry said there are many stu- 
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I was so close I had to make sure not to 
bump elbows with him. 


— Luce Aubry 


interpreter education through the 
process of accreditation. 

“I would love for us to get 
accredited,” Aubry said. 

She said getting accredited by 
the CCIE is a “really big” goal 
because it will set high standards and 


dents who would like to get into 
American Sign Language classes at 
NECC. She hopes the program will 
expand and grow in size. 

Lane Glenn, vice president of 
academic affairs at NECC, said the 
college is excited to have Aubry on 


the staff. 

"There is a desperate need for 
interpreters in the state of 
Massachusetts," Glenn said. } 

NECC has many students who | 
want to become interpreters. The col- 
lege works with other colleges to 
teach sign language and is a regional 
center for those studies. 

"She will bring tremendous expe- 
rience as an educator and inter- 
preter,” Glenn said. 

Aubry brings lots of experience 
to the NECC deaf studies program. | 
She has 25 years of experience in the 
field of interpreting for the deaf. She 
also has a personal connection to 
deaf people. Both of her parents are 
deaf. She said she was able to use the | 
skills she learned as a child in her 
career. 


Discplinary action begins Oct. 1 


Continued from Page | 


The incident report will then be 
forwarded to Lamborghini, who is 
the college discipline officer, and she 
will send a written warming to the stu- 
dent. This written warning will be 
placed in the student’s discipline file. 

If an incident report is received 
by Lamborghini of a second violation 
of the policy made by the student, 
the student will then be automatically 
fined $25, which will be posted to 
their account. The student will be 
placed on registration hold and will 
be unable to register for classes or 
graduate until the fine is paid 

According to Lamborghini, the 
student will be given an option to 
have the fee waived if they sign a 
statement pledging to abide by the 
smoke-free policy to avoid further 
discliplinary consequences. 

Upon a third violation of the pol- 
icy, the student will be fined $100, 


which again will be posted to the stu- 
dent’s account, placing the student on 
registration hold until the fine is paid. 

A fourth violation of the policy 
will result in automatic suspension 
from the college. 

Hartleb says the policy is not just 
about enforcement, but education as 
well. 

“We're pushing this issue 
because we recognize that smokers 
need help,” Hartleb said. “I know it’s 
tough for them.” 

Barry said the smoke-free policy 
won't encourage her to quit. 

“I chose to start and I'll choose 
when to quit,” she said. 

However, for students who do 
want help to quit smoking, the col- 
lege is offering free smoking cessa- 
tion classes throughout the semester 
on both campuses, according to 
Lamborghini. 

“We want to do everything we 
can to help people to quit and we 


hope students will take advantage of 
this free resource,” Lamborghini 
said. 

Hartleb said the smoking policy 
is based on improving the health of 
the college environment and the peo- 
ple in it, and he hopes it will encour- 
age some to quit smoking. 

“It’s something that is going to 
kill them,” Hartleb said. 

But Barry is less concerned about 
the negative health effects of smok- 
ing that the college is warning against 
and more concerned about not being 
able to smoke while on campus. 

“It’s going to kill me,” she said. 


To read the full NECC smoke-free 
environment disciplinary policy 
online, go to: 


http://www.necc.mass.edu/collegePol 
icies/docs/200908 _014_Smoke_free_ 


environment_policy.pdf 


Stephen Purple photo 
Signs like the one piuc- 


tured are placed around 
campus to remind people 
of the smoke-free policy. 
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National News 


Campiled by the Observer staff fram 
AP wire reports 


Man calls 911 twice 
to say he’s hungry 


DELRAY BEACH, Fla. — 
Authorities said a man was arrest- 
ed after calling 911 twice for a 
ride and saying he was hungry. 
Police reports said Benjamin 
Dewer, 26, was charged early 
Wednesday with making false 
calls to 911. The report said 
Dewer was apparently drunk 
when police found him sitting on 
a sidewalk. He asked police for a 
ride to a park and told them he 
was hungry. 

When police refused, Dewer 
walked away and called 911 a 
second time for a ride. 

Dewer was being held behind 
bars at the Palm Beach County 
Jail on a $1,000 bond. 


Massive LA area fire 
determined to be arson 


LOS ANGELES - 
Investigators launched a homicide 
investigation Thursday into the 
wildfire north of Los Angeles 
after determining that the gigantic 
blaze - which has killed two fire- 
fighters, scorched 226 square 
miles and destroyed dozens of 
homes - was set intentionally. 

"We believe that this was 
caused by someone intending to 
set a fire," sheriffs spokesman 
Steve Whitmore said at an after- 
noon briefing. 

Officials said forensic evi- 
dence at the fire's point of origin 


revealed that the wildfire - among 


the largest in Southern 
California's history - was an act of 
arson. Whitmore declined to elab- 
orate on the evidence due to the 
ongoing investigation. 

The two firefighters died 
Sunday when their truck careened 
off a steep mountain road. 

Earlier Thursday, Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger toured a fire-rav- 
aged community where the fire 
left dozens of homes in muins, 
encountering piles of twisted 
metal and rubble as firefighters 
began to bring the blaze under 
greater control. 

The blaze was 38 percent con- 
tained Thursday, up from 28 per- 
cent the previous day. 

Schwarzenegger talked to res- 
idents about their losses and later 
thanked firefighters for all of their 
work in putting out the flames. At 
one point during the tour, the for- 
mer bodybuilder picked up a 30- 
pound barbell located amid the 
wreckage. 

"Even though we are still bat- 
tling those fires, we are now try- 
ing to help get people's lives 
rebuilt," Schwarzenegger said. 
"When you see this kind of devas- 
tation, it's horrible to lose your 
home, your personal belongings." 

Despite the overall progress 
against the fire, firefighters dealt 
with a flare-up overnight in a 
remote canyon as strong downs- 
lope winds "just kind of blew the 
fire up," said U.S. Forest Service 
official John Huschke. Twenty- 
five people in 11 homes were 
evacuated in the canyon area. 


Email scam targets students 


Some reply but 
no information 
was at risk 


By NICOLE SCOPA 
News Editor 


Over the summer, a couple of 
emails were sent out to students on 
the NECC e-mail system that turned 
out to be scams attempting to get stu- 
dents’ usernames and passwords, 
according to Director of IT Client 
Services Nancy Moran. 

These suspicious e-mails stated 
the email system was carrying out an 
upgrade because one of their sub- 
scribers infected the network with a 
worm-like virus and it was affecting 
the database. 

They also stated that there was 
congestion due to anonymous regis- 
tration of accounts and that they were 
going to be shutting down some 
accounts. The emails made it seem 
as if the recipient of the email was at 
tisk for having their account shut 
down and was among others that 
needed to be updated. 

The webmail support asked for 
the students to reply to the email with 
their username and password so the 
problem could be resolved. The 
emails also stated at the end that if 
the students failed to reply, their 
email account would be terminated. 

In response to these emails, IT 
services sent out a schoolwide email 
directed towards students and in the 
subject area in bold the email said, 
‘Don’t reply to this email with your 


username or password.” With this, 
students were warned that something 
wrong was happening. 

This is a serious issue, according 
to Moran, who urges students to be 
cautious when it comes to situations 
like this. 

Moran explained that since the 
emails were generic looking some 
students replied to it, but as far she 
knows no information was at risk. 

IT Services was forced to change 
all the affected students’ passwords 


for security precaution. Moran also 
said that just recently another similar 
email was received by some email 
accounts stating that their email 
inbox was full and how they needed 
to reply to the email with their per- 
onal information to fix the problem. 

IT Services wasn’t able to send 
out any emails out to the affected stu- 
dents saying that they were going to 
change all the passwords, because 


the scammers would be able to get 
the message. 

This isn't necessarily the first 
time something like this has hap- 
pened, but it is the first time people 
have replied. 

Moran advised students that 
legitimate businesses will never ask 
for your personal information and if 
anything like this happens, simply 
call directly to the school and tell 
them the problem. 

More advice from Moran to stu- 
dents out there in case this happens 
again is to just frequently change 
your password and remember to 
never give out your personal infor- 
mation, no matter who the person 
says they are. 

“Caution is always the best way 
to go,” Moran said. 

Identity theft incidents like this 
happen all the time, whether it comes 
to emails like this through school or 
even problems that happen with peo- 
ple's bank accounts. 

According to Moran, nothing 
serious happened this time, but stu- 
dents should always remember to 
never give out personal information 
and to always stay cautious. 

Also, again Moran urges students 
that if something like this happens 
they should always just call up the 
official system administrators direct- 
ly, whoever they may be, and tell 
them the situation. 

These incidents are hard to avoid, 
especially when some of the emails 
seem so real, but everyone must 
always remember it's a scam and to 
avoid it at all costs. Also be aware 
that with an email containing a link, 
never click links that you're unaware 
of because those also are scams. 


Cars stolen, broken into 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled 
to inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. 

This log covers incidents from 
May to August. 

Car stolen from student park- 
ing lot 

A student reported her car stolen 
while she was at school on Tuesday, 
July 14, Haverhill Police said. 

The student told police she 
parked her 1997 silver Honda Civic 
hatchback in the student parking lot 
on campus at 8:30 a.m. on July 14. 
When she returned to the parking lot 
at around 12:30 p.m. she discovered 
her car missing, police said. 

There was also a new Garmin 
GPS unit and an [Pod music player in 
the vehicle, which was equipped with 
a Viper alarm, police said. 

The incident was reported to 
Haverhill Police on Tuesday, July 14, 
at 12:37 p.m. 

This was the second stolen car 
reported at NECC this year. 

In April, a student reported his 
vehicle stolen from the C building 


parking lot. According to campus 
security, at first taken the student 
thought his friend had towed his car 
as a joke because he had done it 
before. But, the next day, the student 
went to security and reported his car 
had actually been stolen. The inci- 
dent was reported on Wednesday, 
April 15. 


Car broken into in visitor park- 
ing lot 

A woman parked her car in the 
visitor’s parking lot on Tuesday, Aug. 
11 and locked all the doors, and when 
she returned an hour later she found 
the car with all the doors unlocked, 
Haverhill Police said. 

According to police, someone 
had stuck an object, possibly a screw- 
driver, into the driver’s door lock of 
the 1999 grey Honda Civic and 
forced it open. 

The driver’s door lock was dam- 
aged but it appeared nothing was 
taken from inside the vehicle, police 
said. 

The incident was reported to 
Haverhill Police on Tuesday, Aug. 
11, at 1:20 p.m. 


The following incidents were 
taken from the campus security log: 


Tuesday, May 12 - A student fell 
in Lot 7, 6:30 p.m. 


Saturday, May 16 - Aman was hit 
by a car in the daycare drop-off area, 
1:28 p.m. 


Wednesday, June 3 - Chairs 
were reported damged from room 
B-106, 8 p.m. 


Thursday, June 4 - An ambu- 
lance was called for an elderly man 
in the student center, 11:24 p.m. 


Tuesday, July 14 - A car was 
reported stolen from Lot 6, 12:40 
p.m. 


Monday, Aug. 3 - There was a 
water leak and a very bad odor 
reported coming from the atrium 
roof of the Lawrence campus, 10 
a.m. 


Tuesday, Aug. 11 - A fire alarm 
went off on the Lawrence campus, 3 
p.m. 


Tuesday, Aug. 11 - An attempt- 
ed vehicle break-in was reported in 
Lot 2, 1 p.m. 


Friday, Aug. 14 - A panhandler 
who was outside of the Lawrence 
campus asking for money was asked 
to leave by security, 8 a.m. 


Tuesday, Aug. 18 - A power out- 
age was reported on the Lawrence 
campus, 10:15 a.m. 


Tuesday, Aug. 25 - An employee 
fell on the steps of the student cen- 
ter, 8:15 a.m. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 
72. eS SE OE Ce 


North Korea says uranium 
enrichment in final stage 


SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea said Friday that it is in the 
final stages of enriching uraninum, 
a process that could give the 
nation a second way to make 
nuclear bombs. 

The official Korean Central 
News Agency said in a report early 
Friday that North Korea informed 
the U.N. Security Council it is 
forging ahead with its nuclear pro- 
gram in defiance of international 
calls to abandon its atomic ambi- 
tions. 

The dispatch said plutonium 
"is being weaponized," and that 
uranium enrichment - a program 
North Korea revealed in recent 
months - was entering the "com- 
pletion phase." Experts had long 
suspected the existence of a hid- 
den uranium enrichment program, 
which would give the regime a 
second source of nuclear material. 

North Korea called the deci- 
sion to push ahead with its nuclear 
programs a reaction to the Security 
Council's moves to tighten sanc- 
tions against the regime for testing 
a nuclear bomb in May. The report 
called the resolution a "wanton 
violation of the DPRK's sover- 
eignty and dignity." DPRK stands 
for the country's official name, the 
Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea. 

The U.S., China, Japan, Russia 
and South Korea have been nego- 
tiating with North Korea for years 
on dismantling its nuclear program 
in exchange for aid and other con- 
cessions. 

North Korea walked away 
from the talks earlier this year. 


lran assembly approves 
hard-line Cabinet 


TEHRAN, Iran — President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad received 
a broad mandate Thursday as par- 
liament backed his main Cabinet 
choices - naming the first woman 
minister since the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution but showing interna- 
tional defiance by supporting a 
suspected mastermind in the 
bombing of an Argentine Jewish 
center that killed 85 people. 

The conservative-dominated 
legislature rejected Ahmadinejad's 
choice for energy minister and 
two other women nominated for 
less prominent posts. 
Ahmadinejad is under fire for the 
abuse of protesters detained fol- 
lowing the disputed June presi- 
dential election, which the pro- 
reform opposition claims he stole 
with massive vote fraud. 

Analysts said parliament's 
strong support could indicate that 
despite differences among conser- 
vatives, they believe it is better to 
present a fairly united front as Iran 
faces possible harsher internation- 
al sanctions over its nuclear pro- 
gram and continued pressure from 
reformists at home. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman P.J. Crowley said he 
had been hoping Iran would take a 
"fresh approach" and be willing to 
engage the world. 


Pa 
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Events 
Calendar 
SEPTEMBER 


O THURSDAY 


* Women’s volleyball team 
information meeting at 3 p.m. in 
the gymnasium. 


* Women’s basketball team 
information meeting at 4:30 
p.m. in room D-129.- 


14 MONDAY 


* Auditions for the Theater 
Department's production of 
Moliere at 6 p.m. in the Top 
Notch Theater on the third 
floor of the Spurk building. No 
previous experience necces- 
sary. For more information, 
contact Jim Murphy or Susan 
Sanders at 978-556-3374 or 
jmurphy@necc.mass.edu. 


* UMass Lowell represen- 
attives will be in the C building 
lobby from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


* Men's basketball team 
information meeting at 5 p.m. 
in room D-129. 


18 FRIDAY 


* Parnassus literary arts 
magazine meeting from 12 to 
1 p.m. in room C-314F. For 
more information, e-mail 
plochelt@necc.mass.edu. 


21 MONDAY 


* Dance club meeting 
from 12 to 1 p.m. For more 
information, contact Michelle 
Deane at: 

mdeane@necc.mass.edu 


22 TUESDAY 


* UMass Lowell represen- 
tatives will visit the Lawrence 
campus atrium from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 


26 SATURDAY 


* Papa Doo Run Run, a 
nationally recognized band 
that plays the California 
beach sounds of the Beach 
Boys will perform a fundrais- 
ing concert at the Collins 
Center for the Performing Arts 
at Andover High School, 100 
Shawsheen Road, at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $30. To purchase, 
call 978-556-3870. 


29 TUESDAY 


* Varsity track and field 
team information meeting at 4 
p.m. in room D-129. 


server Know what events 
team or office are plan- 


ease e-mail the relevant 
information to 
mass.edu 


calendar” in the 


IDSETVEN ANCCE 
Be sure to include 


subject line 


NECC awards 
over 200 
scholarships 


More than $160,000 
awarded this year 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


More than 200 students received 
over $160,000 in scholarships from 
Northern Essex Community College 
for the upcoming academic year. 

Scholarships ranged from $500 
to $1,000 and came from a variety of 
sources, including private donors, 
memorial donations, local businesses 
and foundations. 

“Our students are deeply appre- 
ciative of the many generous individ- 
uals and organizations that make 
these scholarships possible,” said 
Jean Poth, vice president of institu- 
tional advancement. “For many of 
our students, a scholarship is what 
allows them to stay in school.” Poth 
said. 

That is the case with business 
major Reanne Malesky, who received 
the Churchill Stafford Memorial 
Scholarship. 

“It was a relief because it means 
I don’t have to pay as much for 
school,” Malesky said. “It helps with 
the tuition so I have extra money left 
for buying books.” 

Malesky said she has already 
priced her books for the upcoming 
semester and she is facing an approx- 
imately $600 price tag. 

The scholarship will help her 
save money for these books, and 
Malesky has always had saving 
money in mind when making deci- 
sions about her education. 

Malesky was accepted to all the 
colleges she applied to after high 
school and intended to attend her first 
choice school, UConn, but paying for 
college herself, she could not afford 
the school’s high tuition. 

“It’s a lot of money. I don’t want 
to come out of college in debt,” 
Malesky said. 

So she did what a lot of NECC 
students choose to do, attend 
Northern Essex and transfer to a four- 
year college to save on tuition. 

But Malesky knows the scholar- 
ship is not just about money, as 
President of NECC David Hartleb 
said, “It’s an’ honor for students to 
receive one of these scholarships.” 

“Tt is definitely an honor to be 
recognized. | worked hard for it,” 
Malesky said 

The following students received 
scholarships from NECC: Jessica 
Cleveland, Michael Dwyer, Travis 
Johnson, Samantha Lickteig, 
Raylene Rogers, Diane Woodward, 
Nicole Castle, Christopher Cote, 
Jennifer Ferreira, Carrie Porter, 
Cheralyn Cannon, Michael Emery, 
Mary George, Kimberly Lawton, 
John Lynch, Nicole Scopa, Samantha 
Steeves, Syed Ali, Babak Alian, 
Brenda Caunter, Kristin MacLean, 
Stacy Arakelian, Richard Pelletier, 
Amy Titus, Janet Allen, Alicia 
Babcock, Karen Brunault, Andre 
Coriolan, Noelle De Leon, Jessica 
Dick, Brianna Duffy, Christine 
Frascone, Jewnier Grullon, Madelyn 
Kidder, Fred Lendall Jr, Reanne 
Malesky, Scott Martori, Laurice 
Medley, Patience Mujuru, Nsmire 
Ntamuhanga, Julia O’Brien, Sean 


Jonathan Pena, Paula 
Pomare, Jeremy Reid, Kathy 
Robinson, Thayse Rosa, Becky 
Schiller, Yi Shao, Danae Silver, 
Grisbell Soto, Wendy Spurling, Katie 
Starr Anna Stuart, Rachel Tine, 
Heather Venturo, Bryan Waters, 
Alana Comeau, Alberto Acosta, Jose 
Arache, Claudia Aviles, Emely 
Barreto, Rafael Belen Garcia, 
Kathryn Burns, Liz Cabral, Laura 
Cabrera, Jennifer Caceres, Marsha 
Carballo, Chheng Chea, Melissa 
Cruz, Thomas DeGregorio, Rosario 
Diaz, Clinton Downs, Claire Dube, 
Esmima Encarnacion, Darwin 
Fabian, Carthy Fabre, Dolores Feliz, 
Erik Feole, Charlie Ferreira, Elliot 


Osterman, 


Figueroa, Luis Gonzalez, Lydzy 
Gonzalez, Yohanna Gonzalez, 
Jennifer Griffin, Andres Guzman, 
Laykin Henriquez, Yocasta 


Henriquez, Martin Infante, Judith 
Jimenez, Heidys Landeta, Jacqueline 
Marte, Molly McDonald, Fatima 
Medina, Jimmy Miranda, Maria 
Munoz-Benavides, Mai Nham, Ehi 


Owens, Raysa Pepin, Aubrey 
Pichardo, Ines Ramos, Melissa 
Rivera, Rosalie Rodriguez, Greily 
Rovira, Sugeiry Ruiz, Bertilia 


Tejada, Maria Tejada, Mindy Thai, 
Luis Valdez, Roger Valdez, Delmy 
Vargas, Gabriella Veguilla, Kristina 
Williams, Younes Zariat, Francis 
Saitoti, Anthony Siri, Skyler Jones, 
Brandon Lathrop, Malyssa Williams, 
Omar Anagam, Ynesbely Asuncion- 
Baez, Denya_ Blanco, Karen 
Casanova, Aileen Conley, Michelle 
Finn, Kristine Gerard, Mohammed 
Hounane, Kathleen Ingram, Renee 
Joseph, Rosemarie Kovacs, Charlene 
Langenfeld, Jessica MacLauchlan, 
Monika Malossek, Shannon 
McCormack, Arisleyda Medina, 
Billy Mitchell, Deborah Morales, 
Cristina Napoli, Jordan Oslan, 
Amadyson Rafael, Georgie Rosario, 
Candice Seplow, Ashley Sheehan, 
Yudelka Tejada, Julie Varney, Betty 
Villa, Sarah Weisenborn, Cynthia 
Johnson, Kelsey McDonough, 
Nicholas Noujaim, Nathan Potter, 
Vanessa Rich, Lyn Allaby, Keri 
Conklin, Kim Donahue, Marilyn 
Fisher, Lisa Grieco, Patrice Hebert, 
Joseph Kariuku, Jeffrey Leckel, Jae 
Mo, Felicia Rejniak, Luis Santiago, 
Beverly Smith, Kevin Smith, 
Audriana Suero, Marie Suero, Debra 
Fanaras, Joseph Godbout, Joshua 
McDougall, Anthony Thompson, 
Bruce Baltazar, Gabrielle Carr, 
Conrad Fitton, Dashka Durand, 
Emily Antanavich, Lena 
Dziechowski, Janet Paronich, Ryan 
Valente, Sarah Mosonyi, Sarah 
Mosonyi, Ashleigh Royer, Kevin 
Schoenthaler, Julie Gilchrist Lauren 
Beckman Ashley Vance, Paula 
Chasse, Annette Griffin, Jessica 
Wein, Brian Carroll, Patrick Kelley 
Andrea Houlne, Jennifer Mason, 
Samantha Gordon, Staci Walker, 
Ashley Leavitt, Tracy DiJulia, Lisa 
Bobola, Andra Lee Hanlon, Andrea 
LeBlanc, Bonnie Prosper, Jonathan 
St. Onge, Kayleigh Greaney, Corey 
Callahan, Christina Crapo, Ashley 
Eason, Michelle-Rae Reinhold, Jesse 
Brucato, Bradley Cardoza ,Elizabeth 
Ciriello, Denise LeBoeuf, Louise 
Loguidice, Cristina Saporosi, Kevin 
Swansen, Gina Tripp, Jonathan 
Centeno, Nicole Poirier, Cassandra 
Carter, Katielynne Franklin and 
Mary Cote. 


NECC student 
studying in Spain 


Denya Blanco, a liberal arts 
major at NECC, recently received a 


$4,500 Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship which 
allowed her to study at the 


University of Seville in Spain for the 
fall semester. 

A first generation college student 
of Cuban and Portuguese parents, 
Blanco was one of 850 Pell grant 
recipients to receive the scholarship 
for which nearly 2,000 applied. 
Fluent in Spanish and proficient in 
Portuguese, she currently holds a 3.8 
GPA at NECC. 

While a student at NECC, 
Blanco was involved in Parnassus, 
the college’s literary magazine, the 


student senate, the leadership pro-. 


gram and the Pathways for 
Academic and Career Excellence 
(PACE) program. 

Upon graduating from NECC, 
Blanco hopes to attend a four-year 
liberal arts college and study interna- 
tional relations. : 

The Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship Program 
provides scholarships to U.S. under- 


Courtesy photo 
Blanco’ is 


Denya 
studying abroad in 


Spain this semester. 


graduates with financial need for 
study abroad, including students 
from diverse backgrounds and. stu- 
dents going to non-traditional study 
abroad destinations. Established 
under the International Academic 
Opportunity Act of 2000, Gilman 
Scholarships provide up to $5,000 
for American students to pursue 
overseas study for college credit. 


PACE program helps 
students suceed 


PACE stands for Pathways to 
Academic and Career Excellence. 
The program serves 250 eligible 
Northern Essex students each year 
and it’s one of about 2,800 program 
of its kind nationwide. 

The PACE Staff is comprised of 
five.people: Karen Mitchell, direc- 
tor; Kristen Arnold, transfer advisor; 
Nancy Pelletier, data specialist; Jen 
Lynch, advisor/Haverhill; Mary 
Costa, advisor/Lawrence; and Ann 
Coughlin, PACE math tutor/mentor. 
The staff works together to provide 
support services for students, includ- 
ing academic workshops, individual- 
ized transfer/scholaship/academic 
planning, alumni mentoring and field 
trips to four-year colleges and uni- 
versities. 

The  program’s lunchtime 
“Student Success Seminar” work- 
shops have a different topic each 
week and are designed to help stu- 
dents reach their goals. Topics for 
this semester include Financial 
Literacy, Discovering Your 
Strengths, Transfer/Descision 
Making, and a group community 
service project. PACE also offers 
these workshops online through 
Blackboard to accommodate stu- 
dents who cannot attend in person. 

PACE advisors also help stu- 
dents with their individual transfer 


planning. One way they do this is to 
encourage students to attend field 
trips to different colleges. When stu- 
dents take the time to visit a college 
and meet the staff and students in 
person, they really get a sense of 
whether or not the college is going to 
be a good fit for them. 

This summer, 37 PACE students 
visited half a dozen area colleges, 
including UMASS Amherst, 
UMASS Boston, Boston University, 
Emerson College, Tufts University 
and Simmons College. There’s also 
a full schedule of trips for the fall. 
PACE students will be visiting 
UMASS Lowell, Salem State 
College, Merrimack College, 
Southern New Hampshire University 
and Northeastern University. 

PACE is grant funded by the 
Department of Education and part of 
the nationwide network of TriO 
Programs. TriO programs are educa- 
tional opportunity outreach programs 
designed to motivate and support eli- 
gible students. Their objectives are 
to assist low-income and first-gener- 
ation college students. 

For more information about the 
PACE program at Northern Essex 
and eligibility requirements, contact 
the PACE Office at 978-556-3404 or 
stop by their offices in Spurk C200B 
in Haverhill or L101 in Lawrence. 


Kristen Arnold photo 
PACE students visiting Emerson College during a 
summer field trip. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


The show goes on with a few new toys 


The Theater program 
is back and ready for 
an active semester 


By CRISTINA NAPOLI 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


All actors to the stage! 
Now that summer vacation has 


slipped away and students are back in 
. class, it's also time for NECC's 


Theater program to start once again. 
While we've been hanging out in the 
sun and chilling with friends, the 
Theater program has been setting 
dates and planning on and doing the 
renovations that will take place in the 
theater. 

Most everyone on campus knows 
of the Top Notch Theater, happily 
residing on the third floor of the 
Spurk building at the Haverhill cam- 
pus. It's a small, but cozy little theater 
that sometimes seemed a bit too 
small when seats sold out and there 
were still people in line. The theater 
will be one of the things renovated 
when the rest of the Spurk building is 
done, although just when that will be 


2is unsure as of now. 


“The Top Notch .Theater will 
become the Chester W. Hawrylciw 
Theater in honor of our dean who 
passed away suddenly a number of 
years ago. The original plan was to 
convert Lecture Hall A into a larger 
theater space in  his_ honor,” 
Coordinator of Theater Program 
Susan Sanders said. “The decision 


| was made to fix up Top Notch and 


name it for Chet while those of us 
who worked with him are still 
around.” 

Along with the touching name 


‘Teardrops 


Taylor Swift performs 
at the Mohegan Sun 


Arena 


By AMANDA CAMIRE 
Correspondent 


It- was just the beginning of yet 


| another concert that I have attended, 


| but little did I know, this one I would 


never forget. 
It was my first time seeing Taylor 


| Swift live in concert and I did not 
| know what to expect. It was Aug. 28 
| and my friend and I were at the 


Mohegan Sun Arena in Connecticut 
for the show. We somehow managed 
to get amazing floor seats for the 


_ show, which we were very grateful 


for. When I got into my seat, I sat 
there looking around at the very ener- 
getic crowd that was screaming her 
name to come on stage. Everyone 
was just as excited as | was. All of a 
sudden, before anyone knew it, the 
lights dimmed. That is when the 
screams got even louder and even 
more people began to stand up. 

This was it, she was about to 
come on stage. 

All of a sudden the music starts 
up, and immediately everyone 
around me, including myself recog- 
nizes the song to be her current single 
“You Belong With Me.” The curtain 
finally rises to reveal a very unique 
stage with many dancers in cheer- 
leader uniforms. That is when Taylor 
comes out from undemeath the stage 
and slowly rises. She is wearing a 
band uniform, as seen in the “You 
Belong With Me” music video. She 
then started to sing, and that is when 


change, there have also been changes 
to the theater during the summer. 
Sanders tells us that some of the ren- 
ovations done during the summer 
include the linoleum floors being 
replaced and a new lighting grid. 

“We now have a communications 
system connecting the control booth 
and backstage. That means we can 
have an assistant stage manager(s) 
there to cue actors, tell the stage man- 
ager when people are in place or 
props have been reset,” Sanders said. 

Sanders also reveals that the seats 
of the theater have been recovered in 
a new fabric and colors. Plaques will 
also be placed on the seats and in the 
theater, honoring the people who 
have donated to the theater by “buy- 
ing” chairs and who made other 
donations. 

Also among the renovations was 
the new lighting system, installed last 
January. 

“It is state of the art and we are 
still learning all it can do,” Sanders 
said. 

While they've spent time beauti- 
fying the inside of the theater, the hall 
outside has not been forgotten. 

“We have also finally completed 
a project begun more than a year ago 
to frame posters from previous pro- 
ductions. Most of the designs were 
done by students. The earliest poster 
goes back to 1970. We do not have 
copies of all the posters, but there are 
49 productions represented,” Sanders 
said. 

All of these renovations, though, 
wouldn't have much effect if they 
couldn't be shown off. 

Fear not! While some people are 
content to sit back and enjoy a show, 
the thespians of NECC will also have 
the opportunity to show their stuff 
while their audience sits back in the 
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Posters from past Theater Department productions line the hallway on the third 
floor of the Spurk building with more to come this semester. 


newly covered chairs. 

The first call to the stage this 
semester will be a rendition of 
“Tartuffe” by Moliere. : 

“This is a comedy about 
Monsieur Orgon and his family who 
have become the victim of a religious 
con-artist. It was banned by King 
Louis XIV until Moliere rewrote the 
ending. The set and costumes will 
reflect 1669 when the play was first 
allowed to be performed,” Sanders 
said. 

Auditions will be held on Sept. 
14 at 6 p.m. and are open to all 


NECC students. Sanders reassures 
that no experience is needed and that 
nothing needs to be prepared before- 
hand. 

Oct. 1 and 2 will see Al Bostick 
leading two workshops for theater 
students. The night of Oct. 2, Bostick 
will perform “Fabulous Fibs, Fables 
and Folklore”. 

“Join Al Bostick for a wonderful 
evening of African and African- 
American folklore. Come and expe- 
rience the music, spirit and drama of 
great stories, including such classics 
as Anansi the Spider and B'rer 


Rabbit. The performance will be at 
7:30. Admission will be free with 
donations gratefully accepted to ben- 
efit the theater program,” states the 
poster for the event. 


The Theater program is set to 
close its curtains for the semester 
with its 10th annual production of “A 
Christmas Carol.” The Charles 
Dickens classic is set to be performed 
on Dec. 11, 12 and 13. 

Everyone, gather backstage. 

The curtains will be rising soon. 


on her guitar when Taylor Swift performs 


everyone around you starts to sing 
along. She went all around the stage 
and did not leave out one section of 
that arena. She continued to play all 
her great hits such as, “Teardrops on 
my Guitar,” “Love Story,” and 
“Forever and Always.” Song after 
song, it just kept getting better and 
better. 

At one point during the show, she 
went through the audience and gave 
some fans that had end seats hugs. I 
thought that this really showed how 
much Taylor appreciated her fans 
coming out to her show. 

She then ended up playing about 
two songs on a very small and rotat- 
ing stage set up in the back of the 
arena for the fans that were sitting 
further away. At one point during the 
show, she just stopped in awe and lis- 
tened to the arena fill with screaming 
fans. She was very emotional and 
started to cry. That is when the fans in 
the upper level of the arena started to 
bang out their chairs all at once, as if 
they planned it before hand. The 
noise sounded like a long roar of 
thunder and Taylor could not believe 
it. She was very emotional during 
that point and also during all of her 
songs that she sang. 

She performed every song with 
meaning, which really helped the 
crowd get even more into the songs 
they already loved. She also had 
many outfit changes, which also 
made the show very interesting 
because you never knew what she 
would come out wearing next. The 
dresses she wore were absolutely 
beautiful. At one point during the 
show, she had her band outfit from 
“You Belong With Me” ripped off by 
the dancers, to reveal a shiny gray 
dress she had on undemeath (pic- 
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Taylor Swift performs “You Belong With Me” at the Mohegan Sun Arena 


on Aug. 28. 

tured), and the crowd loved it. Every 
time she would go off stage to 
change, there would be videos play- 
ing that were made specifically for 
the show. Most of them were funny, 
yet they really told a lot about Taylor 
as a person. They also told a lot about 
her music. They usually had to do 
with what song would be played 
next. 


The whole show was absolutely 
unbelievable. 

Taylor sounded amazing the 
whole time of the show and was 
extremely entertaining. She ended 
the show with an excellent perform- 
ance of “Should've Said No,” where 
she ended the song under a waterfall 
that had some of the words to the 
song fall with the raindrops as she 


sang them. It was a great ending to a 
great show. I left this concert know- 
ing that it was the best concert I have 
ever attended. 1 was blown away by 
her performance the whole time. 
Everything about the show was fabu- 
lous and I recommend her concerts to 
anyone who likes to enjoy a really 
phenomenal show. 


This semester’s Still Point dance performance will 
be held on Dec. 4 and 5 at 8 p.m. 
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Reality TV 
becomes scary 


One incident ruins 
two reality TV shows 
on VhI1 


By NICOLE SCOPA 
News Editor 


August 14th marked a historic 
day in reality TV, and not a good one 
at that. That is when model Jasmine 
Fiore was found dead inside a blood 
stained suitcase in a dumpster in 
Buena Park. Her teeth and fingers 
were removed, to try to hide her iden- 
tity, however the police learned it was 
Fiore by the serial number on her 
breast implants. } 

When news of this incident got 
out, a prime suspect was named. His 
name was Ryan Jenkins. Jenkins was 
a contestant on the reality TV show, 
“Megan Wants a Millionaire”, a show 
about a girl who wanted love and 
money. Jenkins was known as the 
“smooth operator”and a man with an 
abundance of confidence. 

“I'm so James Bond and I'm 
gonna rock it,” Jenkins said on the 
show. 

He was one of the best connivers, 
and always liked to sweet talk Megan 
with his smooth talking personality. 
When he got the expensive car to take 
Megan to the restaurant for their date 
he said,“A sexy car for a sexy girl.” 

Shortly after Jenkins stopped tap- 
ing “Megan Wants a Millionaire” he 
met Fiore in Vegas sometime in 
March and after only a couple days 
the two got married. The marriage 
date was said to be on March 18, 
according to court documents. 

The relationship between the two 
appeared to be stormy. He was 
charged for hitting Fiore in the arm. 
Before that, he had a record back in 
2007 for assaulting a girlfriend. He 
was sentenced to 15 months proba- 
tion then. 

Police have a motive for why 
Jenkins allegedly murdered Fiore. 
Fiore kept in contact with her old 


boyfriend whose name was Robert 
Hasman. While the two were at a 
poker tournament in San Diego, Fiore 
texted Hasman and said she was 
going to meet up with him in Vegas. 
Hasman received a message follow- 
ing that that said “Suck it.” It is 
assumed that Jenkins got a hold of 
the cell phone and texted him that, 
seeing as how he had a tendency of 
taking her phone a lot to check the 
text messages. It is suspected that a 
jealous rage could have sparked up 
which made Jenkins result in com- 
mitting this crime. 

Once Jenkins was accused of 
allegedly murdering his ex wife he 
took his boat and escaped and hid in 
Canada, where he comes from origi- 
nally. When he came back, he 
checked into a hotel and was found 
dead hanging from a coat rack in the 
hotel room on Aug. 23. The autopsy 
confirmed it was suicide. 

Main question here: How could 
VhI allow this guy to be on this 
show, knowing that he had a previous 
record in '07? It's not like he was 
clean before and murdered Fiore, but 
he already had a record on file. 

It just goes to show that these 
reality TV shows don't do full back- 
ground checks, because if they did he 
wouldn't have been allowed on. If he 
wasn't allowed on, Vh1 wouldn't be 
destroyed. “Megan Wants a 
Millionaire” was cancelled because 
of it, and so was “I Love Money 3,” 
which Jenkins also was in; rumor was 
he won. It's a shame how all in one 
day, the life of a talented beautiful 
girl goes and so does two reality TV 
shows. 

I think this incident shows that 
reality TV isn't safe anymore. 
Background checks are necessary 
when it comes to anything especially 
reality TV because people aren't what 
they appear to be, and you never 
know, one day another Ryan Jenkins 
can come on TV, do something like 
this, and more shows will be can- 
celed. Moral of the story, background 
checks can be very timely, but they 
pay off in the end. 


Will 'Community' 
portray a real life 
college experience 


By NICOLE SCOPA 
News Editor 


The people who brought us “The 
Office” bring a new comedy series, 
“Community,” about a wide ranged 
group of people, also known as a 
band of “misfits” who attend 
Greendale Community College. 

This series stars Joel McHale, 
from “The Soup,” as Jeff Winger 
whom was a former lawyer and is 
going back to school for his degree 
since he said his was less than legiti- 
mate. In a clip from the show, one of 
the Professors, Professor Duncan, 
questioned Winger and said “I 
thought you had a Bachelors from 
Columbia.” Winger then replies, 
“And now I need to get one from 
America.” 

Also starring in this comedy is 
Chevy Chase, who plays Pierce. He 
is said to be a man with infinite wis- 
dom, and he also brings a lot of 
humor along with him to college. 

Along with those two come the 
other students who are attending the 


college and are also a part of — 


Winger's study group that he forms: 
Gillian Jacobs as Britta the 28 year 
old drop out , Yvette Nicole Brown as 
Shirley the middle aged divorce, 
Danny Pudi as Abed the pop culture 
junkie, Alison Brie as Annie the per- 
fectionist and Donald Glover as Troy 
the former high school football star. 
Ken Jeong also stars in this series as 
the Spanish Professor. 

The big question is, is this show a 
realistic portrayal of Community 
College as we know it, or is this just 
going to degrade it? Since it hasn't 
aired yet, it's hard to tell. It is said 
that representatives from the 
American Association of Community 
Colleges, also known as the AACC, 
have been communicating with pro- 
ducers of this show frequently to 
make sure that community colleges 
and the students that attend it are por- 
trayed accurately. AACC's Norma 
Kent said producers say that 


Greendale Community College will 
be illustrated as a place where people 
with all different lifestyles come back 
to improve their selves. 

"Of course, we must remember, 
the show IS supposed to be funny, so 
situations may be exaggerated for 
effect," Kent said. 

The intention is that this series 
comes as close to a real life commu- 
nity college experience as possible 
with some comedy added in it. From 
watching the clips it seems 
“Community” is a mix of both. It 
can be viewed as realistic, since it 
features a lot of people that come 
back from not being in school for a 
while to bettering their lives, and fur- 
thering an education. 

At our community college it's a 
place that is accessible, affordable 
and everyone is accepted. That is all 
shown at Greendale also. However 
what I wouldn't agree with would be 
how stereotypical this show seems to 
be. For example, in one’clip, a guy 
was welcoming the students to 
Greendale and he would say, “What 
is community college? You've heard 
it's loser college.” He then goes into 
saying the types of people that go 
there like “remedial teens, 20 some- 
thing dropouts, middle aged divor- 
cés, and old people keeping their 
minds active as they circle the drain 
of eternity.” He wishes them luck 
afterword, but it just strikes as sar- 
casm. I think that comment degrades 


Photo courtesy of NBC.com 
The cast of NBC’s new show “Community.” 


the people that go to community col- 
lege, because all it is is labeling the 
types of people that go. I understand 
this is a comedy series and all, but 
you shouldn't look down at someone 
for where they're going to school. 

Everyone assumes that commu- 
nity college is just a rut that people 
that aren't smart go to since it accepts 
anyone and you don't need to be 
accepted in. A college is a college, 
no matter where you go to. 
Community college is often given a 
bad reputation and it's not right. 
People shouldn't look at is it just a 
“loser school” they should look at it 
as a good start for people that aren't 
sure exactly what they want to do in 
life yet and just want to start off 
somewhere secure, and then transfer 
after the two years. People that go to 
community college end up in great 
colleges after, and they aren't over- 
whelmed with the college experience 
since they already have a feel of how 
it already is. Also, a lot of people 
that go from graduating high school 
to go to a “good” college end up get- 
ting out of it because they can't han- 
dle it and then they all end up at com- 
munity college. 

I believe this show won't be 
exactly like the community college 
experience as we know it to be, but 
some aspects may be. We’ll just have 
to tune in to see. 

“Community” premieres on 
Sept. 17 at 9:30 p.m. on NBC. 


They take from the rich and give to the poor 


Its what they do, get 
ready to get even 


By CRISTINA NAPOLI 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Robin Hood has his work cut out 
for him now that the Leverage team 
has come together once again. 

The TNT original series 
“Leverage” returned for its Season 2 
run on July 15, showing its character 
cast as they've relocated to our very 
own Boston, Mass. In the 6 months 
after the Season 1 finale, the team 
falls together again for the first time 
since they were forced to scatter. 

“Leverage” is a show unlike 
many out there with its main cast of 
characters being made up of profes- 
sional criminals. The show concen- 
trates on the other side of the law in a 
vast difference from shows like “Law 
& Order.” They help those that have 
been hurt by the corrupt and work to 
make things right. 

Nathan Ford, played by Timothy 
Hutton (“Secret Window,” 2004), is 
known as the mastermind of the 
team. Insurance investigator turned 
black king, he had chased each mem- 
ber of his team at some point before 


they were brought together in the 
pilot. He insisted throughout Season 
] that he was a functioning alcoholic, 
but he appeared in Season 2, stating 
that he had quit. Since quitting, 
though, he seems to have gotten 
creepier. 

Eliot Spencer is played by 
Christian Kane (“Angel,” 1999- 
2004) and is known as the hitter and 
retrieval specialist. Of the team, he 
was the only one whose job included 
hurting people. It's been seen since 
the beginning of the show that he is a 
skilled fighter and that he doesn't like 
guns. Of the team, he is probably the 
most dangerous. 

Alec Hardison is portrayed by 
Aldis Hodge (“Equal Opportunity,” 
2007) and acts as the hacker of the 
team. While Hardison isn't much of a 
fighter, he can hack with the best of 
them. Of course, that's when he isn't 
downloading episodes of “Doctor 
Who” or playing WoW. 

Parker, played by Beth Reisgraf 
(“Struck,” 2008), is without a doubt 
the most unique of the group. She is 
the thief of the team and, as Eliot 
calls her, 20 pounds of crazy in a 5 
pound sack. While she may not be 
completely sane, it is always fun to 
watch her jump off a building. 

Although the last one to join the 
group, Sophie Devereaux, played by 
Gina Bellman (“Permanent 


Vacation,” 2007), brings her skills as 
a grifter to the table. Her ambition is 
to be an actress. It's just too bad that 
she can't act unless she’s running a 
con. 

Each of the characters holds a 
vital part in the team and although 
they were not team players originally, 
it's clear to fans that they have 
formed a family. 

Off screen, the show is kept real 
with the help of technical advisor 
Apollo Robbins. Robbins works 
behind the scenes of the show, teach- 
ing the actors the sleight of hands that 
are required when stealing. On the 
Behind the Scenes feature on the 
Season 1 DVDs, Robbins identifies 
himself as an honest thief and tells 
how he grew up with his thieving two 
half-brothers and minister father. 

“Apollo Robbins is a walking 
encyclopedia of crime,” executive 
producer, Dean Devlin, jokes on the 
Behind the Scenes Clip. 

The group working on 
“Leverage” is in a league of its own. 

With the show's mid-season 
finale airing tonight at 9, fans will 
have to do without until it returns this 
winter. While the wait will seem 
long, there is time for fans of new 
and old to kick back with the Season 
1 DVDs and the Season 2 episodes 
uploaded on TNT's website. 

They provide leverage. 
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Emmure grooves like no other _ _. 


Emmure new record 
“Felony” breaks the 
laws of groove. 


‘By SAM SAWYER. 
| Opinions Editor 


| Wow. I had high expectations 
_for Emmure's 
album, “Felony,” but wow. 
“Felony” does everything right on 
just about every level, from the riffs 
to the breakdowns, the lyrics to the 
vocals, to the instrument tones and 
production. 

. As usual, vocalist Frankie 
Palmeri's lyrics are violent, passion- 
ate, and personal. Some songs are 
clearly dark fantasies put onto 
‘paper, while others are about things 
that have happened to him or that he 
has felt. Regardless, in every song, 
he makes you feel what he was feel- 
ang both through the lyrical content 
_and his unique delivery. 

_ The album starts off with the 
‘strangely titled “Sunday Bacon,” 
which ends Emmure's tradition of 
starting each album with a 45 sec- 
‘ond to minute and a half breakdown 
‘with no or very few lyrics that, until 
‘now, opened every live set. Sunday 
Bacon starts off with just drums and 
‘bass, setting up a groovy rhythm 
‘that the two guitars join in on inter- 
‘mittently, until all the instruments 
‘come together with the vocals join- 
‘ing in on a fast paced, jumpy riff, a 
‘ittle reminiscent of the song “False 
‘Love In Real Life” from their previ- 
ous record, “The Respect Issue.” 

Palmeri's vocal range is impres- 
sive, spanning from extremely low 
growls, through to normal low 
growls, into an almost half spoken 
amid range, up to both high and 
unbelievably high screams. On pre- 
vious records, instances of melodic 
singing have been few and far 
‘between. They're still not frequent, 
but there are multiple tracks that 
have significant amounts of melodic 
singing, adding a dimension that a 
lot of extreme music these days does 
not have. Along with his screaming 
and singing, Palmeri has a unique 
spoken words voice that he uses fre- 
‘quently on this album. It's not rap- 
ping, it's not talking, and it's not 
‘yelling, just a sort of unique way of 
speaking. Some of the biggest chills 
on the album result from this spoken 
‘word voice, where pain, anger, 
hatred, and swagger are all present 
‘at different points and in different 
‘combinations. 

The second song on the album is 
entitled “I Heard You Met Telly And 
Turned Me Into Casper.” This is 
without a doubt one of the most 
emotionally powerful songs on the 
album. From one of the many con- 
versations I've had with a close 
friend of mine about this album, I 
learned that the title is a reference to 
a movie from the 1990's called 
“Kids,” in which a sexually promis- 
cuous character unknowingly 
spreads HIV. The.title fits the lyri- 
cal content of the song, with Palmeri 
both speaking and screaming with 
pain in his voice, “Oh god, oh my 
god this can't be happening, why 
me?” “Tell me, was he worth it?” 
‘and “I just want you to know that 
you're the reason I got tested, and 
because of you I'm-at the clinic, 


third full-length: 


hoping, praying. Please god, please 
god. Let me be negative. 7 years 
bad luck.” 

The next song on the album is 
called “I <3 EC2,” and is one of the 
faster and more melodic offerings of 
the album. Every time Palmeri uses 
a strained version of his spoken 
words vocal style that lead into 
pained screams saying, “Gypsies 
told me, we were soul mates. Ina 
past life, but not in this life,” I get 
chills down my spine. Along with 
some well done melodic singing, the 
most notable aspect of this song is 
the end. Over a slow breakdown, 
Palmeri uses an unbelievably high 
scream to say, “Always reaching. 
Always reaching, always reaching, 
always reaching. Always reaching,” 
at which point he says in his spoken 
voice, “Never there.” This back and 
forth continues until the end of the 


’ song, with the spoken “Never there” 


getting higher and more intense 
each time it's repeated. 

The next cut off the album is the 
title track, “Felony.” This, like 
“Sunday Bacon,” is another one of 
Palmeri's _ cathartic, 
violent fantasies. It 
features some of the 
best vocal patterns on 
the album. One of the 
coolest parts of the 
song is the few sec- 
onds of very rhythmic 
machine gun fire, fol- 
lowed by a punishing 
breakdown. A lot of 
modern extreme bands 
use sound clips to start 
songs or separate riffs 
within in songs, and I 
and many others feel "i 
this practice has hit a 
real saturation point, 
so the sparser the 
usage is, the better, 
and I think Emmure 
did it just right. 

The fifth track off 
the album, “You Sunk 
My Battleship,” is 
another extremely emotionally pow- 
erful song, with lyrics like, “Looks 
like I'm digging my grave, slowly 
but surely, this loneliness is what's 
killing me” and “Grim reaper, of 
course I'll let you in. You bring 
truth, you bring destiny, so let the 
ending begin.” It switches between 


‘almost progressive, melodic chord 


progressions, snaking mid-paced 
riffs, and skull crushingly heavy 
breakdowns. It is one of the most 
vocally impressive songs, showing 
off a good amount of Palmeri's 
vocal range. At the end of the song, 
he repeats in a beautiful, throaty 
high scream “No more oceans, just 
the static of our televisions.” 

The next track is a musical inter- 
lude called “The Philosophy of 
Time Travel.” Unsettling, slow 
chords play over driving, percussive 
drums, with by a haunting lead riff 
kicking in within the first 30 sec- 
onds. Underneath the music is a 
quiet track of Palmeri reading 
equally haunting words in a quiet 
voice, followed by effects-coated 
screams, saying things like, 
“Creation through destruction. 
Beauty is no longer a picture of 
heaven. It's just an illusion. Nothing 
completes me.” 

The seventh track, called “First 
Impressions,” is one of my 
favorites. Guitarist Jesse Ketive 


plays a chaotic lead riff over the 
opening driving breakdown, then 
joins the rest of the band in a crush- 
ing riff broken up by sliding notes. 
The highlight of the song, and in my 
opinion, the best breakdown on the 
album, comes in after a machine 
gun burst from the snare drum, and 
begs the listener to stop anything 
else they're doing and either stand 
motionless, mouth agape, or move 
to the virally infectious groove. 
The comically titled 
“R2Deepthroat” is another one of 
my favorites from the album. It is 
Emmure's, and more specifically 
Palmeri's, answer to attacks against 
their credibility from the metal band 
“The Acacia Strain.” For years, The 
Acacia Strain has claimed that 
Emmure ripped off their style of 
bottom heavy Death Metal and stole 
certain riffs, frequently mentioning 
them, though not by name, in con- 
cert, and even going so far as to 
make a shirt insulting Palmeri, and 
through him, Emmure. I have lis- 


tened to and analyzed each riff that 
was claimed to be stolen, and they 


simply are not plagiarized. Similar, 
sure, but the two bands have ever 
different feels to their music, and I 
love both, and it saddens me that a 
feud was started. But man did 
Emmure hit back hard. This come- 
back was well deserved too, break- 
ing after years of silence on the mat- 
ter. Palmeri mocks the whole aspect 
of supposed plagiarism, contrasting 
lyrics like “So much for plagiarism, 
so much for your to waste your 
breath running you mouth,” with 
direct, intentional usage of other 
bands' lyrics, lifting three lines from 
rap group Mobb Deep and a line 
from Carly Simon. There is a lyric 
near the end of the song that is 
delivered in Palmeri's spoken word 
vocal style that brims over with gen- 
uine swagger and is extremely 
funny, but is a little too explicit to 
put in the paper. 

The song, “Bars In Astoria,” 
was one of the two singles released 
in promotion of the album.. It is one 
of the strongest tracks on the album, 
featuring impressive, varied vocals, 
polyrhythmic breakdowns, interest- 
ing bass work, and truly unsettling 
lyrics. Although it's clearly another 
violent vision and not a song about 
actual events, Palmeri's vitriolic, 
intense delivery of the lyric, “Don't 
forget, I know where you sleep at 
night” makes it seem almost real, 


Album available from Victory Records 


and is wholeheartedly unnerving. 

The second to last full song on 
the album, “A Lesson From 
Nichole,” shows off an almost met- 
alcore side of Emmure, and is also 
one of the most emotional songs on 
the record. Many 
extreme metal vocal- 
ists, while they may be 
talented, either can't or 
don't attempt to 
express intense emo- 
tion in their voice, but 
Palmeri tries and suc- 
ceeds better than any 
other. In both his deep 
growls and _ high 
pitched screams, you 
can hear intense pas- 
sion and pain with 
lyrics like “We're all 
victims to an empty 
sky. There's nothing 
sacred being loved by 
saints. No, nothing 
matters to me now.” 

The last full-length 
song on the album is 
also. one of my 
favorites, called 
“Don't Be One.” It 
shows Emmure's musi- 
cal maturity, featuring the biggest 
sections of melodically sung lyrics 
of any song on the album, along 
with more complex chords and riffs. 
Heart wrenching delivery of lyrics 
such as, ”Would it matter to you if I 
died tonight? Would it matter to 
you, that you never got to say good- 
bye? Just know that I love you more 
than life” tear the listener apart. His 
lyrics are both clearly about a spe- 
cific person and incident, but are 
also very relatable. The end of the 
song is a slow riff, over which 
Palmeri transitions from screaming 
to his spoken style, delivering lyrics 
that stick with you after the song is 
over; “Here I go, walking alone into 
the light. Pick up, pick up, pick up 
before I enter the light.” As the 
song ends, the guitarists stop play- 
ing and let their guitars feed back, 
the vocals become distorted and 
chopped up, and the drums are lay- 
ered in effects and become increas- 
ingly chaotic. 

The aforementioned build up 
leads beautifully into what I consid- 
er one of the best endings to any 
album I've ever heard. This one 
minute 26 second track begins with 
fast paced, hammering chaos that 
eventually leads into complete 
silence, broken by the sound of a 
single church bell, which is fol- 
lowed by one of the heaviest break- 


Photo courtesy of Jeremy Saffer 
Emmure, whose third album “Felony” is out now. 


downs on the album, a slow, chug- 
ging work of art, which alters, 
speeds up and slows down, with the 
two guitars switching back and forth 
in your ears. 

Emmure recorded in the back- 
woods of Quebec with fellow 
extreme metal musician Marc- 
Antione Lussier from the band “Ion 
Dissonance.” He also co-produced 
the album. The production is slick 
as can be, with crisp, clear bass 
tones, clear, popping drums, and 
full, rich guitar tones. es 

The art direction is interesting. 
If you follow the photos on each 
page of the liner notes, you can see, 
through photographs covered with 
splotches and scribbles of color, 
another violent creation of:Radmeri's 
mind. (He also co-directed the art 
direction.) This is a welcome 
change from the completely inap- 
propriate theme from their previous 
record, “The Respect Issue,” which 
featured professional wrestler Kurt 
Angle wearing boxing gloves, with 
an American flag in the background, 
and a decorative grill in his mouth 
that said “violence.” It did not rep- 
resent the band’s lyrical content, 
and played into the stereotype that 
Emmure's fanbase is comprised of 
meat headed, violence obsessed 
idiots. 

There are some spelling errors 
in the liner notes, such as the word 
“now” being misspelled as “nowg,” 
the word “shut” accidentally written 
as “shot,” as well as a few other 
minor errors. None are so bad that 
the reader can't pretty easily correct 
them, but it's certainly strange, and a 
little annoying. 

Overall, “Felony” is lean, slick, 
and groovier than just about any 
album every released. I feel it is a 
step up from the previously men- 
tioned “The Respect Issue,” which, 
while a great album, wasn't all that 
it could have been. However I also 
feel that “Felony” falls just short of 
their first full length, “Goodbye to 
the Gallows,” but still shows serious 
musical growth. Amongst the herd 
of new extreme metal coming out 
with increasing frequency all over 
the world, Emmure's latest effort 
continues to put them far above the 
rest. It is more than worth the 8 to 
15 dollars it is being sold for, and 
any fan of extreme music absolutely 
needs to check it out. This is the 


' fourth consecutive year they have 


released new music, and if we're 
lucky, that trend will continue. 
95/100 
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Looking forward to 


Team needs new 
players to carry on 
winning tradition 


By Matt McCARRON 
Sports Editor 


With only one player returning 
from last year’s team, the NECC 
women’s volleyball team is looking 
for new players. Last year’s team 
didn’t make it to the Regional tourna- 
ment and players are looking forward 
to a new year and new beginnings. 

Ashley Eason, the only returning 
player, wants to make sure her last 
semester at NECC is a productive 
one. 

“T want to go to the [regional] 
tournament,” Ashley said. 

Eason said last year’s team didn’t 
make the tournament because of 
numerous injuries that plagued the 
team. 

Others on the team are also look- 
ing forward to a productive season. 

Shana Blaney might be new to 
the game of volleyball, but she is no 
stranger when it comes to NECC ath- 
letics. She has played on numerous 
teams including the women’s basket- 
ball team and has taken part in vari- 
ous track and field events. Shana was 
enthusiastic when talking about the 
upcoming season. 

“J want to improve as a player.” 
We have a really young team, a lot of 
talent,” Shana said. 


“ 


10 


She said the team has been work- 
ing on a lot of conditioning drills and 
workouts to get ready for the season. 

“We’re all good and sore,” she 
said. 

For Shana, being involved in ath- 
letics has been a big part of her col- 
lege experience. 

“It’s important for me to get 
involved,” Blaney said. 

She said being involved with 
sports also helps her focus in the 
classroom. 

“T got a 4.0 GPA last semester,” 
she said with a smile. 

Danielle Ryan has plenty of 
experience playing volleyball. She 
played on Whittier Tech’s varsity 
volleyball team for all four years of 
high school. Now she is looking for- 
ward to her first season playing at 
NECC. 

The team won consecutive 
Regional Championships in 2005 and 
2006, but have failed to make it to the 
regional tournament the past two 
years, due to a lack of players and 
recurring injuries. All of the players 
agreed a winning season would con- 
sist of a trip to the Regional tourna- 
ment. 

Coach Sue MacAvoy agreed that 
athletics help a person to become a 
well-rounded individual. 

“They [the players] get a lot out 
of it. It’s part of the whole college 
experience,” MacAvoy said. 

She said she is always looking 
for more players to join and be part of 
the team. It’s not too late to take part 
or get involved. 


Women’s Volleyball, 3 p.m., Gymnasium 


Women’s Basketball, 4:30 p.m., D129 


Monday Sept. 14 


Men’s Basketball, 5 p.m., D129 


Tuesday Sept. 29 


_ Track and Field, 4 p.m., D129 


Join the NECC 
Women’s Volleyball 
team 


For more information contact 
Sue MacAvoy 
phone 978-556-3820 or by email 


smacavoy@necc.mass.edu. 


The Department of Athletics is a part of the 
College Life and Healthy Living 
Division of Enrollment Management and Student Services 


Team information meeting will be held on 
hursday, Sept. 10 at 3 p.m. in the gymnasium 


Katelyn Demers readies herself for 


practice. 


Danielle Ryan prepares to pass the 
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Matt McCarron photos 
Volleyball team members Shana Blaney, Danielle Ryan, Katelyn Demers and 
Ashley Eason. 


ball to a teammate. 


ATHLETIC SCHEDULE 
Women’s Volleyball 


Sept. 16 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 25 
Sept. 26 


Sept. 27 


Sept. 
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6 p.m. 


” 6:30 p.m. 


10 a.m. 


10 a.m. 
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The Legacy of Tedy Bruschi 


Bruschi was a leader 


and professional on 
and off the field 


By Matr McCarron 
Sports Editor 


It’s a saying you hear all the time. 

“All good things must come to an 

end.” Patriot’s fans throughout New 

- England had to deal with that reality 

on Aug. 31 when Linebacker Tedy 

Bruschi announced his retirement 
from the National Football League. 

As the Patriot great leaves the 

team for the final time many will 
look back on his career and reminisce 
about all the great plays and 
moments from a truly memorable 
career. Some think about the memo- 
rable fumbles he caused, the inter- 
ceptions and tackles he made. Others 
think about how he helped lead the 
team to nine playoff seasons, five 
conference titles, and three super 
bowl championships. However, I 
think of the way he conducted him- 
self on and off the field and what it 
means to be a professional athlete. 
» Throughout his 13-year career, 
all with the Patriots, Bruschi epito- 
mized what it meant to be a consum- 
mate professional. He was never the 
most talented or gifted player on the 
field. There were other linebackers 
who were faster, taller, and stronger 
than him. However, what Bruschi 
lacked in brute force, he made up for 
with knowledge, determination, and 
a never-ending desire to improve. 
Head Coach Bill Belichick called 
Bruschi “the perfect player.” 

That’s saying something consid- 
ering Belichick is not one to hand out 
compliments. 

He was a cornerstone of the 
_ defense, leading the team in both reg- 
ular and post season tackles in 2006 
and 2007. Bruschi was named a 


| Two NECC athletes 
set school records in 
their events. 


_By Matt McCarron 
_ Sports Editor 


| Two Northern Essex athletes fin- 
ished their NECC careers in style. 
_. Sophomore Shana Blaney placed 
| third overall in the shot put competi- 
tion. Earning Honorable-Mention 
All-American status. The two-time 
Northeast District shot put champion 
| set a school record and personal best 
of 11.08 m (36° 4 1/4”) on her final 
throw of the competition. It was 
Blaney’s first throw over 11 meters. 
All her throws in the competition 
were over 34’5”. Going into the com- 
petition her season best was 34’ 7.” 
She was seventh in the event in 2006. 
Blaney is looking to continue her 
education and throwing career at a 
four-year program next January. 
Blaney also placed fourth in the dis- 
cus competition. 

Another NECC student, Sara 
Giannasca placed Sth in the 400 
meter dash. Giannasca ran 62.26 into 
a stiff 3.7 mph head wind. She broke 
the school record the day before at 
the trials. She set a new record of 
61.16, breaking the previous mark of 
61.56 by Crystal Burgess in 2006. 


MCT campus photo 


Tedy Bruschi leaves a legacy not just with his sons 
but with all of Patrioits nation. 


defensive captain seven times. He 
was a leader who always put the team 
before himself. He displayed his 
love for his teammates and the game 
of football when he returned to the 
team following a life-threatening 
stroke, suffered just weeks after the 
team’s third Super Bow! title in early 
2005. After missing the first six 
games of the 2005 season, Bruschi 
returned with a vengeance. In his first 
game back he racked up 10 tackles 
against the Buffalo Bills, earning him 
AFC Defensive Player of the Week 
honors. 


Being the best they can be 


Sara Giannasca set a new 
NECC record of 61.16 in 
the 400 meter dash. 
Breaking the previous 
record of 61.56. 


The Patriots will miss Bruschi’s 
leadership and experience when this 
season starts. During his 13 years he 
was someone who you could always 
count on to give his all on every play, 
every single down. They will now 
rely on linebacker Jerod Mayo and 
others to fill the hole that Bruschi 
leaves behind. 

When asked what Tedy Bruschi 
meant to the New England Patriots 
and the community, Quarterback 
Tom Brady described it simply, 
“there’s only one Tedy Bruschi,” he 
said. 


Courtesy photos 


Shana Blaney earned 
Honorable-Mention All- 
American status, setting 
a personal best and 
school record in the 
process. 
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Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


Bruschi? 


2. What is Tom Brady’s - 
career r playoff record? 
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3 ARIES (March 21- 
if April 20) Group events 
/ and social invitations are 
Artes predictable this week. 
Pay. special attention to the shy or 
emotionally withdrawn types. 
Sudden outbursts, unexpected criti- 
cism or unrealistic romantic propos- 
als may arrive without warning. Rely 
on silence and diplomacy. Key rela- 
tionships will soon return to normal. 
After Friday some Aries natives will 
make contact with a past lover or dis- 
tant friend. Emotions may be high: 
make Sure others respect your bound- 
aries and social choices. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Relations with 
Taurvé authority figures require 
will this week patience. Wrongful 
instructions, costly mistakes or mis- 
information may be quickly denied. 
Pride, social doubt or low confidence 
may be an underlying influence. Stay 
focused on reliable business proce- 
dures and wait for officials to 
acknowledge workplace efficiency. 
Later this week a new friendship may 
become briefly complicated. 
Misinformation concerning family 
plans or romantic expectations may 
be at issue. 


GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21) Financial plan- 
;. ming and new business 

age outlets will soon work in 
your favor. Before mid-week study 
long-term opportunities, property 
investments or unique work partner- 
ships for valuable options. Some 
Geminis will begin research on a 
controversial career path. Forgotten 
dreams or yesterday’s aspirations 


fas re 


Ky 
I 


may also be highlighted. After 
Thursday pay special attention to the 
comments of a trusted friend. 
Someone close may need sensitive 
advice. Be receptive. 
CANCER (June 22- 
C y) July 22) Co-workers, 
\ Ob Managers or governmen- 
Cancer tal officials may now be 
stubborn and unresponsive. Don’t be 
derailed. Creative projects and new 
business methods will eventually 
prove worthwhile. After Wednesday 
accept all late invitations and watch 
for unexpected flirtations. A potential 
lover may soon reveal their emotion- 
al goals. Early this weekend romantic 
triangles may be difficult to avoid. 
Remain neutral: this is not the right 
time to confront others or ask for reli- 
able social promises. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) This week romantic 
proposals are complicated 
and socially unpredictable. 
Friends and lovers may unknowingly 
provide misinformation or offer 
quickly changing promises. Times, 
dates or important numbers may all 
be affected. Remain cautious and 
wait for clearly defined terms before 
accepting new commitments. In the 
coming weeks some Leos may need 
to evaluate present relationships and 
make serious choices. Listen to your 
own instincts: quiet reflection will 
bring reliable answers. 


II} 


Vurgo 


Leo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) Career aspira- 
tions can now be fully 
explored. This week 
many Virgos will let unproductive 


work partnerships or employment 
contracts fade. Use this time to also 
renew old business opportunities. 
Over the next 8 to 9 days a surprising 
job proposal may trigger an impor- 
tant decision. Ask older relatives for 
detailed advice. After Friday both 


romantic and family commitments ~ 


may intensify. Loved ones will 
expect extra dedication: remain dedi- 
cated. 


Q 


Libra 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Loved ones this week 
need to feel reassured by 
extra attention or shared 
home plans. Private career 
doubts, difficult training programs or 
financial strain may be an underlying 
concern. Social distractions and a 
renewed interest in family intimacy 
will provide a valuable alternative to 
emotional isolation. After mid-week 
some Librans may encounter a com- 
plex workplace triangle. Power 
struggles, new policies and revised 
duties may be at issue. Stay well 


informed. 
1] L Novy. 22) Unexpected flir- 
tations offer surprising 
Scorpio ~moments of humor. 
Potential friends or lovers 
may be highly captivated with con- 
troversial proposals and unusual 
lifestyle choices. Competing values, 
creative sensuality and giddy argu- 
ments may all prove delightful. 
Enjoy private encounters and 
reversed social roles. Later this week 
a long-standing workplace promise 
may be suddenly revised. Key con- 
cems may involve ongoing financial 
mistakes or inaccurate records. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS. 
Start as a part-time package handler and discover a world of opportunity 
with one of the world’s most successful companies! 


Our Benefits Package Includes: 
Medical & Dental * 401(K) « Tuition Assistance 
Holidays Off Paid Vacations * and Much More! 


The UPS 
EARN & 
LEARN 
Program 


Apply Online: 
upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 


Get up to $15,000 


in College Education Assistance! 


* UPS Earn 


& Learn Program guidelines apply. 


90 BRICK KILN ROAD * CHELMSFORD, MA 


PF wvmm 


UPS is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
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SAGITTARIUS 


(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
A. Business or financial 
Sagittarius strategies will this week 
require detailed plan- 
ning. Younger colleagues may chal- 
lenge accepted ideas or cancel trust- 
ed work contracts. Remain patient 
and expect ongoing mistakes to be 
corrected by key officials. 
Reassigned duties, fast revisions or 
special permissions may also be 
announced. Wednesday through 
Saturday accents powerful romantic 
changes and last minute proposals. 
Expect friends and lovers to openly 
reveal their deepest feelings. Stay 
alert. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) A close friend 
Aan or work mate may soon 
ask for a lengthy explana- 
tion of recent events. Social loyalties, 
group invitations or planned celebra- 
tions may be at issue. At present con- 
fidence may be low. Pay special 
attention to isolated colleagues or 
withdrawn friends. Reassurance will 
bring the desired results. After 
Thursday older family members or 
key business officials may demand 
completed records, detailed paper- 
work or solid financial promises. 
Trust your first instincts. 


Ww Feb, 19) Physical vitality 

~ and social sensitivity are 

Fs mztes! now changing. Respond 
honestly to all questions or observa- 
tions from loved ones. For many 
Aquarians this is a powerful time for 
increased intimacy and meaningful 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 


emotional changes in long-term rela- 
tionships. Stay open to subtle com- 
ments or creative invitations. After 
Wednesday a workplace official or 
older business partner may press for 
new rules or revised job descriptions. 
Wait for added information: key 
information may be hidden. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Joint financial 
ventures or untested work- 
place partnerships may be 
disappointing over the next few 
weeks. Don’t be dissuaded. If a cre- 
ative approach toward difficult con- 
tracts can be established, surprising 
rewards will arrive by late 
September. Special legal documents 
may provide controversial but timely 
permissions. Later this week watch 
for a new friendship to become 
briefly complicated. Private romantic 
expectations need to be clarified. 
Stay balanced. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this 
week...friends, lovers and close rela- 
tives may soon announce key 
changes to home and family arrange- 
ments. Over the next 16 weeks watch 
for important renovations or newly 
proposed living arrangements. Much 
of this will trigger an almost 4 year 
period of strengthened relationships 
and new household expectations; 
don’t hold back. After mid- 
November five months of fast finan- 
cial changes also arrives. Avoid long- 
term loans or large debt until early 
January: miscalculations and unusual 
legal mistakes may drain resources. 
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Calamities of Nature by Tony Piro 


OH MAN, I'M SO DEPRESSED. Fee £1 1’M FEELING MANIC/LET’s Do |/1’M A BI-POLAR] DOES THAT 
EVERYTHING'S HOPELESS, £ SOMETHING, NOW! T GOTTA GET|| BEAR/ HA HA! / MEAN You 
= - THIS ENERGY ouT! |) SAT 4 po BoTH 

9 poy. «JEEZ, WHATS GIRL AND 

\ YOUR DEAL? | Bes GUY POLAR 

; BEARS? J 


THE TV CROSSWORD 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


ADULT 
EDUCATION 
CLASSES ARE CLASS: 
CLONING 
OFFERED ETHICS 101 


ABOARD THE Tim WITH 
INSTRUCTORS 
R. U. SIRIUS 


brewrockit@yahoo.com www.gocomics,com/brewsterrockit 
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Ea GREWSTER 5 53 “I'm With __” 
eS 5 1 “Two and a Half _” 54 Sitcom for Sherman Hemsley 
TEACHES AN 2 4 Vardalos and Long 55 Relaxation 
2 2 8 “Star __”; Mark Hamill film 56 __ MacGraw 
13 ADULT 8 12 Historical period 57 “Promised _” 
B 8 13 “Coffee, Tea__?” 58 Stir-fry pans 
= 5 14 Televangelist Roberts . 59 “Jon & Kate Plus 8” network 
8 & 15 Holiday or Hampton 
¢ CLASS z 16 Actor on “Everybody Loves DOWN 
3 f = Raymond” 1 Israel’s Golda 
cam ABOARD THE |; 8 18 Kingdom 2 Sea eagle 
3 8 20 Eddie’s “Green Acres” co-star 3 Dog in “Peter Pan” 
2 gS 21 Every 4 “__, Ohio”; John Goodman show 
2 g 24 Stopped 5 One of Cybill’s exes 
2 8 28. Morning show co-host 6 “Judging __” 
§ a 32 Ms. Arden 7 Dry 
= 33 Cruising 8 “The Bionic __” 
34 Monogram for boxer Mr. Leonard 9 Coach Parseghian 
35 Intellectually alert 10 Hightailed it 
36 Mowry or Carrere 11 __-pitch softball 
} ©2009 Harry Biles. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, inc. 37 Actor on “Cold Case” 17 “Crossing __ With John Edward” 
| 39 __ Michelle Gellar 19 “__ Smile Be Your Umbrella” 
41 Mr. Wyle 22 Singer Johnny 
42 “Presidio __” 23 One of HOMES 
44 “Caroline __ City” 25 “The __ Hunter”; De Niro movie 
48 CNBC financial show host 26 “Unhappily __ After” 


27 Declare untrue 

28 Pads by the front door 
29 Huge continent 

30 Rip 

31 “Sesame Street” fellow 
35 Actress Madeline 

37 “The Cosby Show” role 
38 Lyndon __ Johnson 
40 Change for the better 
43 “The Price Is Right” host 
45 “__ '70s Show” 

46 Satan's realm 

47 Actor Close 

48 __ Mineo 

49 Ms. Thurman 

50 Buddhist sect 

51 Chairman __ Zedong 


A niats Geexveics, cor aie 52 “__ This Old House” 


U 


| THE SAMURAI OF PUZZLES By The Mepham Group 


Solution to Last Week's Puzzie 


“Hold it ...” 


(©2009 Harry Bliss. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, inc. 


Complete the grid so 
each row, column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold bor- 
ders) contains every 
digit, 1 to 9. For strate- 
gies on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
www.sudoku.org.uk 


www.harrybliss.com 


SOLUTION TO LAST 
WEEK’S PUZZLE 


4 : : 
Suppose | can wait a little longer 9/27/09 © 2009 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
to go to the bathroom. Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved. 
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NECC athletes work 


hard and play hard 


Several athletes at NECC who excel on the field 
and in the classroom were recently honored with 
several awards. These awards were handed out at 
the student awards convocation in May. The 
awards honored the students for their athletics . 
pons aie. Ma as well as their high academic | | . SMMUNITY COLLEGE 

The Women’s varsity volleyball won the 
President's Cup for highest team GPA. Athletic 
Director and Coach Sue MacAvoy said it takes 
great decication by the team to be successful on 
and off the court. 

Danny Tomasz and Kaleigh Sullivan received 
male and female Athlete of the Year awards for 
their athletic achievements and high GPA. 

Brandon Boucher and Kellie Priest were named 
Academic All-Americans for maintaining a 3.8 or 
higher GPA. 

Some of these students still attend NECC, while 
others have moved on to further their education at 
four-year colleges or universities. 


NORTHERN ESSEX 


-Matt McCarron 


Courtesy photos 
The NECC Women’s Varsity volleyball team won the President’s Cup, awarded to 


the varsity team with the highest overall GPA. 
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Kaleigh Sullivan and Danny Tomasz won the award for male and female Athlete 
of the Year. 


given to a varsity athlete with a 3.8 or higher GPA. 


Brandon Boucher received the Academic All-American 
award, given to a varsity athlete with a 3.8 or higher GPA. 


